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Disclaimer 

QMROA News is an information source for its members only. QMROA News makes and no statements, 

representations, or warranties about the completeness of the information contained in this publication.  

QMROA News is a Jamie Holepunch production who has been hospitalised twice and subjected to probing to see 

why he has no heart.  



 

Welcome 

It has been some time since the last journal, and apologies for the absence. 2021 threw up many challenges in the 

tail end of the year, and time or lack of it has been the overwhelming factor. No excuses really but after some 

prevarication I have managed to grab some of it back so, let’s have a look of a snapshot in the latter half of 2021. 

On a more serious issue, the Omicron version COVID-19 is making its presence known. This may impact the calendar 

for 2022 so if any changes occur, we will endeavour to keep you updated. 

Good News – Life Membership 

The committee is proud to announce that the club has awarded Life Memberships to the following two members 

for outstanding services to the sport, and loyal servants of the club. 

Greg Evans and Nigel Faull are worthy recipients and it’s been a long time coming. Congratulations Greg and Nigel. 

Motorsport Australia Motorsport Expo 

As per advice on social media sites the MSA Motorsport Expo has been postponed due to Omicron COVID-19 

outbreak. When the situation settles, a revised date will be advised. 

Vale – Keith Butcher 

It is with a great deal of sadness, that we advise that Keith passed away in December 2021. Keith was a current life 

member and member of the club since 1966. Keith was also a very actively member of the Holden Sporting Car Club 

Queensland. 

From the whole of the club and committee QMROA offers its condolences to Keith’s family on their loss. 

 

 



Gold Rush Hill Sprint 

We sent nine members who manned the extended circuit, and donated sets of flags to work in conjunction with the 

lights currently in use. The flags, yellow, LOA, and red, where appreciated and demonstrated that the flags were 

more effective than the lights as judging by the reaction of the drivers. There were issues namely due to continuity 

being broken by COVID lockdown in 2020 which basically and the momentum established two years previously was 

lost. Our comments have been sent, and an earlier engagement with CQMSC has been organised, as we will go back 

in 2022 with an expanded team. 

 

QRDA State Race Championships Round 3 Warwick 1000 

Brett Batterby and QRDA put on another action-packed meeting. The good part I was able to get back to a post, 

without too many issues for me regarding my lower back rehabilitation. It was good to see quantity and quality of 

numbers increase for this meeting. I was training at Post 11 with Andrew Mladen who despite being new to the art 

of marshalling shared his experiences of many years as a competitive driver. It was interesting to take on board his 

view on the display of flags where and how around sighting and what a driver sees or not in the application of blue. 

It was one of those fine winter days although, the wind was relentless and despite many applications of sunscreen, 

it was marginally effective against the effects of being wind blasted.  

Leyburn Sprints 

I didn’t get to this meeting due to COVID lockdowns, re-scheduling and working on upcoming race meetings but 

QMROA had a considerable presence. There was large field, with 219 cars fronting up for the 25th Anniversary of the 

event. 

The proceeds from the Historic Leyburn Sprints are held in trust and invested back into Leyburn to improve spectator, 

camping, and safety facilities, with the betterment of the event paramount. Each year the Historic Leyburn Sprints 

continues to outdo the previous year, this is due to the proceeds of this event and those who help to bring it all 

together. 

 



HRCCQ Spring Historic Meeting 

Thanks to another COVID lockdown, this meeting went from July to September. I was back in the Secretary’s office 

and managing the COVID requirement and expanding my knowledge about general structure of a national historic 

meeting. 

HRCCQ put on drinks and nibblies, the fields were restricted to Queensland based competitors, as border closures 

has affected who could compete. The highlight for me was the Bowden’s collection Eggenberger Ford RS 500 Sierra 

built in 1988 as one of the last cars they built in that era. The workmanship and the car that was crafted was in 

another league when looking at a like for like comparison against the ex-Gibson Motorsport Nissan Skylines from 

1989 and 1992. Although a different interpretation, the Eggenberger craftmanship and attention to detail was 

something you see on today’s competition vehicles, not a 30-year-old historic touring car.  

 

QFRC Fire Training Day 

Firstly, the club wishes we had more time to advertise this day. The main issue that permission to hold the day, 

COVID lockdowns, and MSA insurance requirement was not ratified until the Thursday before the event. That said, 

QFRC and QMROA went out on a social media ‘blitz’ across a number of platforms but two of our members, Charlie 

Tickell and I managed to make the trip out to Willowbank. 

What impressed me about the day was the way John Courtney, Mike Arthur and Kim Ensinger structed the direct 

training which allowed us to fire off three types of extinguishers, fight a methanol and petrol fire, and guide us every 

step of the way. For me it enabled me to brush up on long dormant skills, learn new skills and the correct way to 

manage an extinguisher and be confident in using it. 

QFRC put on a slap-up BBQ Steak lunch, and that topped off a fantastic day. In 2022 we hope to do this again this 

time with better notice. 

 



CORD/QMROA State Race Championship Round 4 Warwick 

The end of this year saw a new chapter for the club, as we co-promoted this meeting with CORD. As mentioned 

earlier this year, QMROA is becoming a promoting club, and this was our first toe in the water exercise. 

This was my first chance as acting as Secretary of Meeting, and one of the first things that I learned was that the real 

work happens well before the meeting - actually, six weeks before, and straight after the Historic meeting in October. 

As a little bit of normalcy entered our lives, the entries for this meeting realised 204 confirmed. Considering 170 is 

respectable number, with 200 plus, and the return of a Superkart contingent realised 11 entries, and the anticipation 

that the QLD Superkart Club will participate in further state rounds in 2022. 

With such full fields there were headaches around the paddock and how to accommodate all the competitors, 

anticipating the weather, and placing of officials. This is one area where the randomness of lockdowns has taken its 

toll. We were short, and I was wondering if I would have to do a double act like at the Historics where I packed my 

flagging gear just in case. The challenge for me was staying calm with issues thrown at me, checking back through 

regulations, and ensuring competitors were looked after. SOE (Secretary of the Event) is a vastly different role to 

anything that have taken on the past, and I am starting to understand now how much work goes on behind the 

scenes to put such an event together. 

For next year QMROA will be promoting round 4 of the Motorsport Australia Queensland State Racing 

Championships, and it will be us as a club to ensure this meeting will be a success, so there will be expectation for 

members to support this event. 

Committee 

Your committee has been quietly working away in the background on various projects which will come to fruition in 

2022. 

Our members are playing important parts in the management of Motorsport Australia panels and committees. Our 

members are stepping up into other Senior Roles, and the committee focus for 2022 will be without the disruption 

of lockdowns be able to plan a 2022 Training calendar with some certainty.  

One issue of contention has been around membership ‘cards’ and how they will be issued in the future. As part of 

the modernisation project QMROA will be issuing a membership hard card and lanyard for 2022. The current method 

which is a laminated cardboard facsimile is very labour intensive, not relevant, and relic of a bygone day. Committee 

will be issuing these cards and 2022 Member packs from early February 2022 which will be individually named with 

membership and MSA licence number. We believe as a committee this is a better way to progress and having a 

tangible club identifier. 

Also, we will be planning the Annual General Meeting to return to its usual date in late March. Nominations for 

committee will be advised in early February. The ‘AGM’ will still retain a Zoom/Teams format, as one of benefits is 

that more members especially those who don’t live in Brisbane can attend. 

Finally, the committee will shortly advise of a new initiative for the benefit of members. Please watch our Socials for 

upcoming information. It will be worth it.  

 



 

President presenting Corey Dyer – 2020 Margo Jones Trophy 

 

QMROA wishes a warm welcome to the following new members. 

Daniel Crowe, Sahra Lake, Scott Tibbitts 

For Your Calendars -2022 

Date Organiser & Event Venue 

   
12 - Feb 2022 MGCCQ Come and Try Day & Test and Tune Mt Cotton 

12 – 13 Feb 2022 SCMSA NSW -QLD Challenge Short Circuit Sprint Series Round 1 Morgan Park  

19 – 20 Feb 2022 HRCCQ – Come and Try & Supersprint Morgan Park 

26 Feb 2022 BSCC Test Tune Rally  Jimna 

5 – 6 Mar 2022 MGCCQ Mt Cotton Hillclimb Round 1  Mt Cotton 

18-20 Mar 2022 SEQORA Qld Off Road Championship Round 1 St George 

19 Mar 2022 BSCC – QRC 1 – Rally of South Burnett Nanango 

25 – 27 Mar 2022 MGCCQ Motorsport Australia QLD State Racing Championships Round 1  Morgan Park 

2 - 3 Apr 2022 MGCCQ Mt Cotton Hillclimb Round 2 Mt Cotton 

6 – 10 Apr 2022 FIA/MSA Australian Grand Prix  Albert Park 

10 Apr 2022 MAC Millmerran Dirt Sprints Round 1 Millmerran 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Commentary Box… 

From Your Club Secretary – Corey Dyer 

“Weltschmerz”… 

Definition: A German word without a direct English translation that describes the awful feeling that any Australian 

owner of any five-year old German car experiences when all of the engine lights fire up on the dashboard like a 

Christmas tree and it starts to run like a dog on far less cylinders than you know it’s meant to. Its closest English 

translation is a feeling of sentimental sadness or pessimism; the weariness that comes with knowing that the world 

is going to let you down no matter what and there’s nothing you can do to stop it: this is what the Germans succinctly 

call “weltschmerz”. 

Late last year I experienced my own sentiment of “weltschmerz” as I once again handed what would culminate in 

being one of many RACQ tow truck drivers my car keys. In the back of my mind, I couldn’t help but recant a comment 

made by Jeremy Clarkson recently where he described engineers from the Volkswagen Automobile Group (or VAG 

for short, as they are known – quite an appropriate acronym perhaps…) as being some of the best in the business at 

“designing components that last precisely 5 years or 100,000 miles before everything suddenly breaks or falls off.” 

Last year my little S3, my faithful little red rocket, clocked over 180,000km and it also turned five. By Clarkson 

standards, it is already overdue for the wheels to fall off, (literally and figuratively perhaps). Any attempt to get the 

engine over 3,500rpm now results in a diesel-like clatter from the engine bay and the blinking lights of doom as she 

putters into limp mode. A glimpse at the diagnostics computer simply says, “Misfire.” Well, no shit! 

So naturally, it was not without trepidation that I handed my keys over waiting for the inevitable outcome for what 

is already engine number two for my machine. “It could be a thousand things,” says the mechanic. Great! I’m now 

filled with more weltschmerz than ever before... Then he says my next favourite line… “We’ll start with the cheapest 

things that it could be first, and then we will go upwards from there.” Awesome! First, out went my old coil pack to 

be promptly replaced by a shiny new set from APR - $350. Cool – and that’s the cheapest thing it could be! Let’s fire 

her up. Nope. Not that. 

Got a block out of the driveway and we have all of the lights on again, and the old girl is carrying on like a busload of 

nuns with a hall pass and a date with Magic Mike. “It’s got to be the injectors.” He tells me next. That will set me 

back a cool $1,200 for a new set of four. At this point, I am thankful I didn’t buy a V6. Righto then, let’s make it 

happen. In go four shiny new injectors. Another block later tells me that it ain’t that either. “Well damn”, says the 

mechanic, as he is now starting to not charge me any labour for any more of these surgical procedures that my car 

is going through one after the other... “That only leaves the expensive stuff left.” Gulp! More weltschmerz… Since 

then, we’ve now checked high-pressure and low-pressure fuel pumps, changed tunes, swapped ECU’s and still the 

lights are coming on and cylinders are continuing to play a drunken game of hopscotch in my engine bay at even the 

slightest attempt to try and win the traffic light grand prix against anything more powerful than a Vespa. 

Yesterday, after two months of living at the mechanics I picked up my car. It’s still not fixed. We are now at the 

conclusion that the only other possibilities that it could be is either a broken valve or a broken piston. That leaves us 

at the point where we are now looking pretty much looking at a third heart for the beast. Don’t get me wrong – it 

hasn’t just taken that long to diagnose – for most of that time, I have spent many hours at home, filled with 

weltschmerz, contemplating the thought that it might finally be time to buy a new car. And then I made the fatal 

mistake… This weekend, I got in it, turned it on, felt that thrum of its little turbo-fed heart, felt the rumble through 

the seat as I merged onto the motorway and I realised... I love this car. I can’t bear to sell it. In the same way that 

you couldn’t give away a child, I can’t give this car away. She is like an affair with your teenage receptionist. Totally, 

utterly wrong to keep doing for every logical reason, a bitter spouse at home that knows what’s going on as all of 

these expensive “gifts” continue to appear on the bank statement, the absolute awareness of the inevitable painful 

and expensive consequences to come, and yet, the sheer joy of the experience means that many a worthy man will 

still go ahead and do it anyway. On that note – anybody got a spare 4-cylinder VW engine lying around?      



Upcoming AGM Matters 

On that note - speaking of weltschmerz…      Nominations will shortly be out for anybody who is wishing to run for 

a position on the Committee this year. Stay tuned to your emails, a correspondence shall be coming shortly forthwith 

in the next few weeks calling for nominations, and a link to a survey monkey will once again be distributed enabling 

financial members to vote on this very important aspect at our next AGM. 

 

Out and About 

 

David Leadbeater 

 

 



 

Doughnuts – fifth one of morning Nigel? 



 

Karen Lunn 

 

Ow ya Goin? 

 



Anatomy of a Formula – FIA Formula 3000 

The Formula 3000 International Championship was a motor racing series created by the Fédération Internationale 

de l'Automobile (FIA) in 1985 to become the final preparatory step for drivers hoping to enter Formula One. Formula 

Two had become too expensive and was dominated by works-run cars with factory engines; the hope was that 

Formula 3000 would offer quicker, cheaper, more open racing. The series began as an open specification, then tyres 

were standardized from 1986 onwards, followed by engines and chassis in 1996. The series ran annually until 2004 

and was replaced in 2005 by the GP2 Series. 

 

The series was staged as the Formula 3000 European Championship in 1985, as the Formula 3000 Intercontinental 

Championship in 1986 and 1987 and then as the Formula 3000 International Championship from 1988 to 2004. 

Engines 

Formula 3000 replaced Formula Two and was so named because the engines used were limited to 3000cc maximum 

capacity. Initially, the Cosworth DFV was a popular choice, having been made obsolete in Formula One by the 

adoption of 1.5 litre turbocharged engines. The rules permitted any 90-degree V8 engine, fitted with a rev-limiter to 

keep power output under control. As well as the Cosworth, a Honda engine based on an Indy V8 by John Judd also 

appeared; a rumoured Lamborghini V8 never raced. In later years, a Mugen-Honda V8 became the unit of choice, 

eclipsing the DFV; Cosworth responded with the brand-new AC engine. Costs began to increase significantly. 

Chassis 

The first chassis from March, Automobiles Gonfaronnaises Sportives (AGS) and Ralt were developments of their 

existing 1984 Formula Two designs, although Lola's entry was based on and looked very much like an IndyCar. A few 

smaller teams tried obsolete three-litre Formula One cars (from Tyrrell, Williams, Minardi, Arrows and RAM), with 

little success—the Grand Prix and IndyCar-derived entries were too unwieldy as their fuel tanks were about twice 

the size of those needed for F3000 races, and the weight distribution was not ideal. The first few years of the 

championship saw March establishing a superiority over Ralt and Lola—there was little to choose between the 

chassis, but more Marches were sold and ended up in better hands. In 1988, the ambitious Reynard marque entered 

with a brand-new chassis; Reynard had won their first race in every formula they had previously entered and did so 

again in F3000. The next couple of years saw Lola improve slightly—their car was competitive with the Reynard in 

1990—and March slip, but both were crushed by the Reynard teams, and by the mid-90s, F3000 was a virtual 

Reynard monopoly, although Lola did eventually return with a promising car and the Japanese Footwork and Dome 

chassis were seen in Europe. 



Dallara briefly tried the series before moving up to Formula One, and AGS moved up from Formula Two but never 

recaptured their occasional success. At least one unraced F3000 chassis existed—the Wagner fitted with a straight-

six short-stroke BMW. This was converted into a sports car, however. 

 

Politics 

The series saw occasional controversy. Definitive rules for the 1985 season did not appear until the championship 

was well under way. In 1987 questions were asked about the ability of some of the drivers, given the high number 

of accidents in the formula. In 1989 the eligibility of the new Reynard chassis was challenged, as it was raced with a 

different nose to the one that had been crash tested. This season also saw problems with driver changes - the cost 

of F3000 was escalating to the point that teams were finding it difficult to run drivers for a whole season. A rule 

limiting driver changes to two per car per season meant that some cars had to sit idle while drivers with budgets 

could not race them. In 1991, some Italian teams started using Agip's so-called "jungle juice" Formula One fuel, 

worth an estimated 15 bhp, giving their drivers a significant advantage. In the early years of the formula there was 

much concern about safety, with a high number of accidents resulting in injuries to drivers. There was one fatality 

in the International Championship - Marco Campos in the final round of the 1995 series. 

Races 

Formula 3000 races during the "open chassis" era tended to be of about 100 – 120 miles in distance, held at major 

circuits, either headlining meetings or paired with other international events. The "jewel in the crown" of the 

F3000 season was traditionally the Pau Grand Prix Street race, rivalled for a few years by the Birmingham round. 

Most major circuits in France, Italy, Spain, Germany, and the United Kingdom saw the series visit at least once. 

The spec-chassis years 

In 1996, new rules introduced a single engine (a detuned Judd V8 engine, re-engineered by and badged as a Zytek) 

and chassis (Lola), to go along with tyre standardization (Avon) introduced in 1986. The following year the calendar 

was combined with that of Formula One, so the series became support races for the Grand Prix. Several Grand Prix 

teams established formal links with F3000 teams to develop young drivers (and engineering talent); these 

relationships varied from formal "junior teams" (such as the one McLaren set up for Nick Heidfeld) to fairly distant 

relationships based mostly upon shared sponsors and the use of the 'parent' team's name. 



The series grew dramatically through the late nineties, reaching an entry of nearly 40 cars - although this was 

problematic as it meant many drivers failed to qualify. In 2000, the series was restricted to 15 teams of two cars 

each. 

However, by 2002 expenses were once more extremely high and the number of entries, and sponsors, rapidly 

dwindled. International Formula 3000 was experiencing tough competition with cheaper formulae, such as 

European F3000 (using ex-FIA 1999 and 2002 Lola chassis), World Series by Nissan (also known as Formula Nissan) 

and Formula Renault V6 Eurocup. By the end of 2003, car counts had fallen to new lows. 

The 2004 season was the last F3000 campaign, due in part to dwindling field sizes. In 2005 it was replaced with a 

new series known as GP2, with Renault backing. 

 

 

 

 

 



Love/Hate – Six Questions with John Miller 

Who was you first motor racing love? 

Gilles Villeneuve – On raw talent he was peerless, but he was a “win it or bin it” driver.  

First event as an official/marshal 

Australian Sports Car Championship meeting, July 1983. Col Sommers (Life Member of QMROA) rung me and asked 

if I could work in timekeeping. I hated it but went to wave flags at the next meeting (Surfers Paradise) and loved it 

ever since. 

Favourite Series? 

WEC (Word Endurance Championship) Prototype Sports Cars are still the most visual and interesting series past 

and present. 

TCR’s Yes, or No? 

Yes, its relevant to what we drive in the street, international relevance thus offering a pathway, and doesn’t look 

like a used car lot currently lauded as the premier class?  

Sport you hate the most. 

There are too many, but it would be a toss-up between, horse racing and dog racing with equal disdain for these 

sports. With Horse and Dog racing there is a link to Motor Racing as it gets its heritage as ‘officials of the meeting,’ 

and that’s where the similarity ends. Using animals to satisfy a betting urge is criminally wrong, it serves no purpose, 

and the poor animals are consigned as wastage when usefulness is finished. Having worked in the betting industry 

most ‘characters’ I have met are crass bores, and the drive within the industry is to fleece ‘customers’ and sow 

misery. I hope in my lifetime it will be consigned to the rubbish bin of history. 

Favourite Football Code and which team? 

Football (the real game not the others who claim the moniker), Celtic FC (Scotland). I have been supporting Celtic 

ever since I was a wee boy. 

Thanks, you for your time.  

 

Midas Tingalpa – Contact Justin Wade – 07 3390 5633 

 

 

 

 



Matters concerning Training 

 

Electric Vehicles  

As electric vehicles (EV’s) are becoming common place in road traffic, the transition to competition has started in a 

small way. Motorsport Australia (MSA) have drafted guidelines which at the time of this article are being finalised. 

For those who have marshalled in the ‘Hybrid’ era of Formula One, especially in Melbourne, a lot of this will be 

familiar. That said, the following below is current training requirement put out by Motorsport UK. I stress at this 

juncture that this a guide and lead in, until an MSA specific instruction will be issued. 

The term Electrified Vehicle (EV) is used in these guidance notes to refer to hybrid (HEV), plug-in hybrid (PHEV) or 

battery electric (BEV) vehicles. Electrified vehicles use stored electrical energy (usually in batteries) to power an 

electric machine to provide vehicle propulsion. Hybrid vehicles have 2 different energy storage systems and 

propulsion systems – a fuel tank and internal combustion engine and a traction battery and electrical machine(s). A 

plug-in hybrid has a charge port to enable the battery to be charged by an external energy source. All major 

manufacturers now produce HEVs, PHEVs or BEVs. 

Hazard Awareness  

The key hazards relating to vehicles equipped with high-voltage (HV) propulsion systems and lithium-ion 

batteries:  

• Electricity at high voltage - exposure to a voltage above 60v DC or 30v AC can be potentially 

fatal and as modern EVs typically operate at voltages greater than 350 volts, special precautions 

must be taken. The risk is managed by careful design, insulation and control & monitoring systems 

that ensure no HV potential is exposed during normal operation or under fault conditions. Should 

the integrity of the HV system be compromised then the system will act to isolate the HV battery 

from the remainder of the system. This should also occur during a crash event.  

• Overheating and fire – Li-ion batteries contain large amounts of energy. All production HV 

batteries have an integrated Battery Management System (BMS) that is designed to protect the 

battery from over charge, over discharge or over temperature. Should a li-ion battery cell be 

physically damaged (crushed/punctured), short circuited or overheated a violent exothermic 



reaction may result. This can lead to thermal runaway from neighbouring cells; an exothermic 

chain reaction once initiated is almost impossible to extinguish. 

• Personal protective equipment (PPE) for marshals first on scene – as a minimum this must 

include HV insulated gloves (Class 0 rated to 1000V) and other items referred to in the vehicle 

specific Emergency Services Guide.  

• Procedures to ensure that all first on scene personnel remove or cover metal items on clothing, 

jewellery, and spectacles  

• Firefighting measures for dealing with a lithium-ion battery fire – in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s recommendation for the vehicles entered. 

 • Appropriate recovery vehicles to comply with manufacturer’s recovery guidelines – note that 

towing of hybrid or electric vehicles involved in an impact that may have compromised the 

integrity of the HV system is not permitted. 

• Provision of an “safe area/ exclusion zone” to store recovered vehicles involved in an incident 

which may have compromised the integrity of the HV system incl appropriate signage to 

identify vehicles which may be in an unsafe state and suitable equipment to cordon off the 

area.  

• If multiple EVs will be on track simultaneously, the provision needs to cover multiple incidents. 

Emergency Management  

The manufacturers of production EVs publish “Emergency Services Guides” that detail the basic 

architecture and component locations in the vehicle including any emergency shut off devices plus the 

means of approach and recovery of the vehicle. A copy of this guide must be supplied with the entry and 

followed carefully as each vehicle is different with different risks.  

A risk assessment should be complete for every potential vehicle rescue & recovery activity prior to the 

event.  

General guidelines for dealing with an incident  

The following information is guidance which should be expanded upon, utilising specific information from 

the vehicle manufacturer, and developed into a safe system of work:  

• If an EV is involved in an incident, protect yourself with the appropriate PPE. Leave any metal 

objects e.g., cutting equipment, clear of the vehicle.  

• Approach the vehicle with care not touching any part of the vehicle, ideally standing back from 

the vehicle. Take particular care in wet weather or wet ground conditions.  

• If the driver is not impaired ask the driver to isolate the vehicle and to self-extricate.  

• Should the driver not be responsive and in need of assistance, locate and turn the identified 

isolator OFF, using gloved hand. Note: Different EVs have varying methods for isolating the HV 

supply. 



 • For standard vehicles, check the dash display and vehicle generally for warning lights. Prototype 

vehicles will have “HV Status” and “Ready-to-drive” status lights to indicate whether the HV 

system is safe, and the system is active or isolated. Ensure the instructions for safe HV isolation 

contained in the vehicle specific Emergency Services Guide are followed.  

• Watch for signs of electrical current flow or battery damage, such as arcing, sparks, sizzling etc., 

particularly in wet conditions.  

• HV cables are coloured ORANGE, do not attempt to sever or touch such cables or the 

components to which they are connected whilst the HV electrical system may still be live.  

• Only first responders who have received appropriate HV training and have the correct PPE 

should be working in the vicinity of the vehicle until it is confirmed as safe. 

 • Do not contact the car with any other part of the body until its HV system is confirmed as safe.  

• When satisfied that the electrical systems are isolated, proceed with appropriate care.  

• At all times monitor the vehicle for leaking fluids, vapour, smoke, sparks, unusual odours, 

popping or hissing noises.  

• Noise emanating from a HV battery may indicate that there is serious malfunction within the 

battery, which carries a risk of explosion or external ignition. If safe to do so, use an infra-red 

temperature measurement gun to determine the surface temperature of the HV battery case – 

any temperature above ~ 60 deg C in conjunction with noise or leaking fluids etc. should be 

treated with caution. 

Be aware that any metallic item (safety barrier etc) in contact with the vehicle may also be “live” until the 

HV system is isolated.  

• Once the vehicle occupant(s) have self-extricated or been extricated ensure all personnel remain 

back from the vehicle and arrange for the competitor or their technical team to supervise the 

vehicle’s removal following the towing/recovery procedures contained in the vehicle specific 

Emergency Services Guide. 

 • Vehicles with damaged HV batteries must be stored in the open away from flammable 

structures and materials and cordoned off in such as to prevent unauthorised access and to create 

a safety zone around the vehicle. Allocate enough staff to police the exclusion zone until any risk 

has passed.  

• Continually monitor the vehicle, as there is a risk of ignition for a significant period after an 

incident. 

 • If a lithium-ion battery ignites, it is an exothermic reaction rather than a combustible fire. To 

deal with such ignition requires specialist extinguishants, sometimes requiring application for a 

prolonged period. If the application of fire extinguishers does not extinguish the fire, ensure all 

personnel are suitably isolated from the vehicle by creation of an exclusion zone so that they are 

not affected by heat, gaseous emissions or any potential explosion. Note: Recommend use of F500 

extinguishant for lithium battery fires. 

 



Charging of Vehicles 

Off-board chargers must be commercially available and meet all Electrical safety requirements. Details 

must be supplied to the organizer with the vehicle entry. Charging of the battery must be done in-situ 

with the charging cable(s) supplied with the vehicle. It is prohibited to remove a HV battery for charging. 

It is prohibited for any work to be carried out on the vehicle whilst the HV battery is charging and/or an 

external power supply is connected to the vehicle.  

Remember 

 • Human contact with high voltage can kill or result in life changing injuries. 

 • EV battery systems are designed to be safe under normal use and certain fault conditions, 

however they are not designed to cope with physical breach of the battery.  

• Petrol and other hydrocarbon fuels offer the potential for fire and explosion and the risk is 

managed by methods of storage and use: the same applies to electrical energy.  

• Whatever the energy storage medium or propulsion system, the risks must be identified, 

managed, and respected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Auto Expert – MALS – Further adventures in Automotive Shithousery by John Cadogan 

Honda Australia's Epic Price Fail: Over $47K for New 2022 Civic 

Honda Australia thinks you’re going to pay much more for the new Civic, in 2022. In this report, the 

real reason consumers like you won’t bother buying one… 

New Honda Civic Debuts Down Under with just one model variant in the range, fully loaded, and with four colours 

(black and white, red, and blue).  

Honda Australia is still alive, commercially, barely, and yet is tasked with selling the new Civic, despite there being 

nothing remarkable about this car, in my view. Except the price… 

So, what’s new with Civic? 

Well, it’s the same size, same weight, has the same engine, essentially, no real innovation with this car, compared 

with other contemporary cars and it’s somewhat less ugly (I think) than the outgoing Civic which it replaces. Let's 

face it, that car was Predator-level hideous. 

They want $47,200. That's a $16,200 price rise. I would love to be a fly on the wall following the convoluted trail of 

so-called logic which concluded that this whole concept was a clever idea. 

In November 2021, you could buy old ugly poverty Civic for about $31,000, but if you wanted a Civic going forward 

to now, you have to buy the top of the range. And there is only the top of the range. 

So, I guess it's also the bottom of the range, but it's fully loaded anyway, and you must pay $47,200.  

Now, if you're a Honda fan, I get that perhaps you think I'm being unfair with this $16K price rise. But consider it this 

way: 

In previous weeks, if you bought the range topping Civic RS, the outgoing one, it was $39,600, driveaway. The new 

one is $47,000 - that’s a 20 percent price hike - I can’t present it any fairer than this. In the current market, which is 

clinically insane. 

 

 

Wind the clock back a few months and you’d keep $16,000 buying a Honda Civic. 

Same car in Japan is 3.54 million Yen, which is about $44,000 Australian dollars. Japan has the same 10 per cent 

consumption tax rate as our GST. There’s a free-trade agreement between our nations, so there’s no import duty.  



Further, the steering wheel is on the same side of the car, the tax rate’s the same, these cars even come from the 

same factory. It certainly does not cost $3200 to ship each one here. Not in bulk, at the kinds of shipping rates 

carmakers enjoy. 

I guess this is all part of the kaleidoscopic Honda Fixed Price Promise: 

 

How stupid does Honda Australia think you are to believe this rubbish? 

“Transparent and enjoyable” is ironic. Can you imagine if Kia had given birth to a new Sportage recently, with a 20 

per cent price hike? Imagine if the i20 N cost $7000 more than the Fiesta ST? It would be a media feeding frenzy, I’d 

suggest. 

I reckon consumers might even agree with the transparency thing, only, they can see right through you, Honda. 

As for ‘enjoyable,’ do you enjoy a 20 per cent price hike for coffee, or your local pizza shop or takeaway place? If 

you’ve had a string of base-model Civics quite happily for several years, and now the barrier to Civic entry just jumped 

$16,000. Betrayed is how you would probably feel. 

If this new Civic were a hybrid and it cost $7600 more - fair enough. Only it’s not a hybrid. There might be a hybrid 

later. But as we know, it’ll cost even more thanks to Honda’s Fixed Price Promise 

HONDA VERSUS MAZDA: WHICH IS BETTER VALUE? 

This new Honda Civic is a notionally small car. It’s the same size as a Mazda3. 

Mazda3 is so Civic-like it’s really not funny. But if you look at the details, you’ll start to notice that the range-topping 

Mazda makes more power and torque, has a bigger fuel tank, is slightly lighter, and you can have it as a sedan or a 

hatch, where the Honda is hatch-only. And the Mazda is available with a manual or a conventional torque converter 

auto, whereas the Honda is a CVT only. 

I hate CVTs, personally, but they do save you fuel. In this case, 4.5%, based on the official laboratory-standardised 

tests. But if you buy the manual Mazda3 Astina, the fuel economy is equal to the new Civic. 



So, the automatic Mazda3 Astina is officially about $43,200, drive-away. But there’s no Mazda Fixed Price Promise, 

thankfully, so even if you are the world’s most incompetent negotiator, and you manage to mumble: 

‘I can’t afford that…’ 

That’s all you have to say and there’s at least a chance you’ll get a discount. It’s a game. Except that Honda isn’t 

playing the long game. 

It’s extremely easy to a Mazda 3 for less than $40,000. So, there’s a $7000 price gap, and I cannot see $7000 worth 

of objective reasons to go with Honda. For what? 

If you want something properly speedy: You can buy an i30 N manual for $47k. And that’s a proper performance car. 

You could also buy any one of half a dozen hybrids, if you want to rock a green car instead. Or even an MG ZS EV - 

and you’d drive away there, electric dreaming, for $2000 less than the Honda. 

Honda’s Fixed Price Promise is right on the money, if being an objectively shit price is the commitment; Honda 

Australia seems like it’s promising to stick to it.  

If you want an equivalent competitor the Mazda3 range-topper is $7000 cheaper, in practise. If you want more 

performance, the i30 N manual is the same price as new hairdresser’s Civic. And if you want an ‘eco car’ - you are 

burdened by a vast choice of greener alternatives at the same price or less. 

Honda has its head in a vice, and this new Civic is a classic case of nice styling, but no fundamental innovation. Honda 

has lost the ability to innovate - and this is one of the great automotive tragedies of the early 21st Century. We’re 

talking about the inventor of VTEC. 

And the double whammy here is: Economics. This price is nothing more than a slap in the face that’s only enjoyable 

if you have too much money to spend and don’t do any basic research. 

You might also like to consider the formidable value Kia Cerrato GT which is quite potent, or a Subaru Impreza if you 

want AWD, there’s also the bland but not-expensive Toyota Corolla. 

WHERE IS HONDA HEADING? 

Honda engaged in a mass dealer-culling five months ago in Australia. It announced the Fixed Price Promise around 

that time, and since then, Honda’s Australian sales have tanked ‘to their lowest level since record-keeping began.’  

This is a strictly democratic process. New car buyers like you vote with your cash. It seems to me that the Australian 

public has voted on what I regard as a ridiculous concept of paying the worst price on every Honda, every time. It’s 

their promise to you. Transparent and enjoyable. 

Here’s why you absolutely should not buy a Honda in 2022. 

 



Honda might have won the 2021 Formula 1 driver’s championship, but in Australia at least, it seems the sun is setting. 

One aspect of this that is neither transparent nor enjoyable is the gentle treatment of the Civic price increase in the 

mainstream motoring media. Honda deserves a scolding on this issue, in my estimation.  

But really, they don’t get criticised, generally. The media reports the facts - sometimes - but we wouldn’t want to 

offend a potential advertiser. So, they smooth it over, they tone it down, change the wording.  

For a journalist to offer an objective opinion about this trajectory Honda has chosen, that’s the publishing equivalent 

of committing apostasy. 

Advertising is the prime bad media incentive - it turns journalists into a bunch of pseudo marketing copywriters 

working to promote or defend carmakers. If you see a Honda ad on the page, you can guarantee they’re going to 

keep Honda happy. And the biggest casualty in this is you, in the audience, the consumer. 

New Civic, look I’m sure it’s an okay car, good enough to pass for a Honda, but it’s not particularly special.  

They’ve done its hair and makeup and bought it a new dress, at best. But the price is, frankly, an insult. It takes this 

car off the table if you care what your money buys you. It makes Civic just another nail in Honda’s coffin and they 

don’t need to hammer too many more of those in before there’s no escape. 

 

  



24 Heures du Bathurst - (A flaggies tale) – by Andrew Lake 

Author's note: This was an article I wrote for the MGCCQ after I had the opportunity to attend the 2003 Bathurst 

24Hr race.  

Sadly, I had to withdraw from the 2002 event at the last minute and, as we all know now the 2004 event never 

happened. As Le Mans is too far away and I am now too old to be accepted as a (first time) marshal for the most 

famous event, this event along with the first GT Bathurst 12 Hr race remains a fond memory. The 'magic' of the 24Hr 

race continued, especially when I got to work the GT Bathurst 12Hr races at a post with Sahra. 

 

 

The weekend of 21-23 November 2003 held the second of the PROCAR 24 Hr races at Bathurst. I attended the event 

in a state of excitement, after hearing stories of the event on 2002. The concept is relatively simple; a race starts at 

2pm on the Saturday and continues until 2pm on the Sunday. The trick is to keep circulating until the end of the race 

and do more laps of the track than anyone else. 

There are a number of variables in this task, the weather, the local wildlife, the mechanical parts, and the fact that 

there are cars competing from a near bog standard Mitsubishi Mirage, to a 7 Litre Monaro worth many hundreds of 

thousands of dollars. 

The first step is the preparation and qualifying on the Friday. The Mosler / Morgan pits on the Friday were busy, as 

in addition to the preparation, Friday is the school children’s day at the track. The Pommie teams had the attitude 

that “if you hook the kids young enough, they will be hooked for life.”  This meant that there were no barriers at the 

front of the pits, and the children got an exceptionally good look at the cars and pit area, including from the driver’s 

seat! I was surprised to see that the Morgan still had the timber frame in the base of the door, as well as the standard 

dashboard of the road car, including gauges. Under the bonnet was a different matter, with a BMW V8 engine, 

instead of the old 4-cylinder engines of old. 

 



 

 

The most amazing car, apart from the Morgan & Mosler, was the BMW M3GTR that had been imported from the 

USA. There was so much of the car that was made of carbon fibre, that I doubt that there was much metal, apart 

from the basic chassis. There were many other cars, including the Porsche GT3’s, which had the very back door 

factory look about them, down to the very old EL Ford Falcon which started life as a taxi and had wives, children etc. 

working on it. To its credit the old Falcon kept on trucking all weekend, almost as regular as a metronome. MGCCQ 

member Kevin Heffernan was there, spannering on the Beric Lynton BMW that Matthew Jackson had a steer in. 

The sound of the cars was something again. For me, the winners were the Morgan and BMW M3 cars, for the most 

enjoyable sound, closely followed by the Mosler and Monaro’s. The Porsches had an extremely hard rasp unlike the 

other cars, and the Turbo Falcon was almost silent. 

For the event I was allocated to flag at post 4, The Cutting. Being crafty Queenslanders, a tarp was quickly installed 

as well as some old artificial turf from the tennis court behind the point (It was already pulled up & awaiting disposal). 

Both the tarp and 'grass' would be very handy for the race as there was a fair bit of rain coming! 

The night practise was the first chance to try and flag the cars at night. It is actually pretty easy to flag as the blue 

flag is dispensed with and large reflectorised signs, like massive lollypops are used for the warning flags. The cars are 

lit up in diverse ways, so that the team could identify them. The Toyota Celica team cars looked like deep sea Angler 

fish with the radio aerial wrapped with lights that flickered on and off. 

One of the BMW’s had bicycle taillights stuck on the left side and they flashed to their own pattern. The funniest 

was the Holden Commodore with a Yellow Cabs taxi roof sign mounted lengthwise on its roof. 



 

On the Saturday, the race started, and it was on for the Monaro’s with everyone else behind them, and the flaggies 

on six-hour shifts. The Mosler kept up for many laps until they changed into their endurance strategy. The speed 

differential was apparent as the Monaro’s started to lap the slower cars within five laps of the race starting. This was 

the beginning of the work for the flaggies as we were constantly waving. It was easy as if you saw the Monaro, 

Mosler, BMW, or Porsches behind other cars, they were lapping. It must be said that all the drivers were 

exceptionally good, and hold-ups were minimal between the cars. 

The flaggies first shift finished at 8pm, then down to the bottom for dinner, prior to driving back to the point to catch 

some zzzzz’s in the car near the track. I must admit that it is not easy trying to sleep with the Porsches (loud & raspy) 

and the V8 (burbling) cars going past, especially when you leave your earplugs at the point. Half the problem is 

listening to the cars and subconsciously trying to keep score of who is whereby the exhaust note. 

 

2am is time to be back on shift, until 8am. I found that this was some of the most enjoyable parts of the race. Clear 

skies above, wearing 3-4 layers of clothing, and cars going past. The exhaust pipes of the Lamborghini are amazing, 

as from the flag point you investigate these two red hot dots of light. The Mosler was spectacular as through the 



rear panel you could see the exhaust headers glowing right through to the ends of the pipes. The Commodores and 

Monaro’s had big flames on down shift into The Cutting. From the track you could see problems before they 

happened. The yellow Monaro’s right rear brake dragged most of the night and later had to have diff pumps & oil 

changed (no doubt from the heat build-up). The pink Nissan 200SX #222 had its right rear brake almost locked on 

and subsequently destroyed its diff just before our point. Trying to find oil at night isn’t easy. 

Dawn brought new challenges to the race. Kangaroos are notorious for getting up early and hopping about. A group 

gathered beside Conrod Straight near the old drive-in, but luckily decided that it was too noisy to have their breakfast 

and went the other way. Unfortunately dawn also brought tired drivers, and a rash of safety car periods arrived, 

when cars started to hit things that they could see, after missing them all night. 

8am came and we finished at our point. Down to the bottom of the track for some breakfast, and lots of coffee to 

warm up. Next job was a quick lap of the paddock to see what was going, then back to the car to set some sleep. We 

found a shady spot away from the trackside, a quick scrub of teeth & aerosol shower, recline the seats and a bit 

more sleep as we were returning to the point for the end of the race as some of the flaggies had to get away due to 

work commitments. 

Midday came and back on point for the final stretch. As usual the Monaro’s were way out in front, and running nose 

to tail, as were the Toyota Celica’s, and Nissans. At this point everyone was aiming to get to the end, and were on 

their best behaviour, and the blue flag was worked overtime. Unfortunately, tired drivers, tired cars and a dirty track 

don’t always mix.  With an hour to go the Honda S2000 braked too late in the cutting, and it was safety car time. 

After cleaning that up and restarting the race, it was on for young and old. The Monaro’s were visibly quicker, 

compared to the other cars, who were aiming for a finish. Unfortunately, there was one problem, with a Porsche 

deciding that it had gone far enough and stopped in the middle of the track at The Cutting! Yellows again, whilst the 

driver got it out of the way. Then 2pm rolled past and it was over. Monaro’s won the event easily, beating the Teulan 

Porsche home by 11 laps, who beat the next Porsche by 4 laps, with the Mosler one lap back. Mind you, my interest 

was in packing up and getting to the motel for an exceptionally long, hot shower and general scrub up, followed by 

the post-race officials party. 

It is amazing that such disparate cars can circulate for an entire day, and almost all of them were still there at the 

end of the event. This should be compared to the V8 event, travelled just over a ¼ of the distance, with a much 

higher attrition rate. There were many stories with the event, which filtered through. The Mitsubishi Mirage finished 

in 22nd place; after having the gearbox replaced. This was no easy task as the donor car had to be driven from Sydney 

by the owner, one of the mechanic’s wives, in the middle of the night to be stripped and installed in the race car. 

This was after stripping a few other Mirages in the car park, to find they are all slightly different in different series. 

One Queenslander wound up with his almost new BMW 325i in parts when it was discovered in the car park, having 

the correct drivetrain for the race car. The pink Nissans had 4 engines over the race, and the Mosler had a race-taped 

front end, as they only had brought one with them. The saddest thing was that the Morgan stopped with a dead 

engine, which is reputed to require up to 12Hrs to change.  

The 24Hour race was remarkably interesting and I have already booked for the event next year. The event has grown 

from last year, with Ross Palmer announcing at the post-race party that Schnitzer is likely to bring two GTP BMW’s 

next year, after their back door effort this year, as well as Porsche running factory cars as well. Rumours have also 

abounded since the race with Mosler reportedly bringing in two cars for the Nations Cup series in 2004. The biggest 

question is the Monaro and eligibility in 2004, with the 7L production car canned, and the current cars basically 

silhouette supercars. Roll on 2004. 



 

Parting Shot 

 

 


