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2020 – A Challenging Year 

A belated Happy Holidays to all. 2020 has been year to look back in frustration. Case in point, this is version three of 

an attempt to write this news journal for the club in December 2020, and the main reason on this struggle? Lack of 

motivation as a result of getting sick. I realised I caught the flu (real flu – not man flu), and a check in with my Doctor 

revealed a severe lack of Vitamin D (That’s lack of sunlight) and Vitamin B. In turn with all that going on, I was working 

12-hour days, and something had to give. In the past, you would suck it up, carry on and get on with it. But thanks 

to COVID-19 everything changes, I was asked to take sick leave, then work from home for a week. 

All of this coincided with the final race meeting of the year, so that was binned for me, and thus it was a case of slow 

down, and get better. Upon reflection, this is the new normal, and despite what I have preached in countless 

briefings to fellow marshals - that is your own health and safety is paramount, I didn’t take my own advice, as you 

always think you are bullet proof. Unfortunately, of course I was not, but lesson learnt - be aware of the warning 

signs.   

MA State Round - Morgan Park – August 2021 

It finally happened; we were all back trackside in our happy places. It was a case of blowing out the cobwebs and 

squinting to the see the sunlight. The QRDA Motorsport Australia State Round was fantastic success. There were 

members we had not seen in a very long time, and most posts had a full if not overflowing compliment of marshals. 

I was flagging and training and I debuted my new extreme orange dazzle overalls, courtesy of British Motorsport 

Marshals Club. Yes, I got a hell of a ribbing, but it is my world view, that we all get back into overalls. 

Also, this meeting QMROA debuted its new Marshal Post eskies, which were kindly donated by Queensland Racing 

Drivers Association. At this juncture, I would like to offer thanks again to Chris Donnelly from QRDA, as we now have 

26 Eskies to cover all marshals’ posts, course cars, marshalling, and fire tenders. This initiative has now solved the 

issue about coverage for the circuit, and these eskies will only be used for Motorsport Australia events, where 

QMROA are involved. The agreement that we have struck with the Warwick District Sporting Car Club at Morgan 

Park, is that the eskies will be stored separate for use only at our events. 

For this round, in my quest to work every marshal post, I went to Post One. It’s an interesting position, considering 

how you flag, the site lines, and where you need to position the flag. I.e. Wave high! Charlie Tickell who was Fox Two 

for the occasion, had the dubious honour whilst waving yellow in the racing car event on Saturday, of making contact 

with a driver’s helmet of a Formula Ford. The said driver was ‘sconned’ and the flag disappeared from Charlie into 

the cockpit of the Formula Ford. From there it was spat out and subsequently went under the left rear wheel of the 

car. The result was that the flag now has a cut down handle, and a nice almost SCCA/American style GT stripe 

embedded into it. At the end of the race, the driver saw the funny side, but it certainly added to the meeting. 

I also got into act during the first lap incident in the Production Car Race, when a Holden Commodore HSV VZ got 

squeezed, hit the armco just past the marshal post, and wrecked itself. Fuel, coolant, and oil unfortunately leaked 

from the car, and thus the Safety Car was deployed. So, whilst the clean-up proceeded, the driver was extracted, 

and during the course of passing extinguishers over to the Mike Young and the fire crew, I accidentally discharged 

an AFF (Foam) extinguisher all over my foot, as I didn’t realise the pin was pulled. The moral is check first, although 



the foam did wonders in cleaning my dirty shoes. That also neatly segues into this quarters, matter on training which 

is fire safety.  

HSCC Historic Queensland Meeting – October 2020 

The meeting we all look forward to, until I ripped the zip out of my brand new BMMC freebie overalls on Saturday 

morning, however quick thinking with nappy pins and a radio holster disguised the problem. Well almost… Again, 

we had full marshals’ posts, and I managed to catch up with one the ‘old hands’ Peter Baker, who has re-joined 

QMROA, after been domiciled in the UK for over 20 years.  

My takeaway of the meeting was I finally got work at Post 3, which now completes all posts worked at Morgan Park. 

I also realised that under scrutiny of Race Control, little snippets of comment occasionally come through directly 

aimed yourself. I was conscious of providing entertainment to Race Control at my expense, but essentially the only 

highlight incident wise was an Alfa Romeo which became a victim of a driveshaft letting go, which spun the car 

around 180 degrees and wiped out the right rear of car. It was painful to watch as that car has been a favourite of 

mine since it was rebuilt, and that duck egg blue colour.  

Happy 70th Birthday Ian Mayberry 

We couldn’t keep this quiet, but under the guise of Backa’s Bathurst 1000 party, Ian Mayberry celebrated 70 years 

young in fine style. The cake, and rousing chorus of Happy Birthday topped of a fantastic get-together as seen by a 

very imaginative cake. 

 

 



Racing Together Initiative 

Earlier on in the year, I was asked by Garry Connelly, and David Mori from Motorsport Australia to attend the Racing 

Together Initiative to present the Introduction to Motorsport Officiating. This was held on 25 October at the Norwell 

Motorplex at Beenleigh. 

 The goal of this programme is to involve indigenous youth in all aspects of Motor Racing. This included identifying 

and assisting suitable candidates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youths of both genders in the 12 to 16 years 

age group. The aim was to provide them an opportunity to pursue a career in our sport either as driver, official, or a 

member of a race team. 

My role was to explain one of the many pathways into the sport and provide an overall rundown of what a 

Motorsport Official is, pathways in officiating, and the basic understanding how that interconnects with the sport. 

Motorsport Australia provided course materials, and I basically ran two classes of about 20 students in a one-hour 

presentation taking in the aspects of the introductory module, which if they wish to pursue further would enable 

them to later assess as completed training.  

I also took the opportunity to talk about QMROA, our goals and aspirations, and how us a club can help facilitate a 

journey as an official and provide recognised benchmark Motorsport Australia training. On a whole it was very well 

received, I provided my details, so that we could get extra recruits and provide a safe and fun environment where 

they will get close to the sport.  

 

 

 

 

 



MA State Round – Morgan Park– November 2020 

The one I missed. As I mentioned previously, I got a decent dose of influenza, was sent home from work, ended up 

in a sick bed for five days, and required to have a session of brain surgery, aka - COVID-19 testing.   

As I convalesced at home, Andrew Lake and Mark Buckingham were taking on the roles of Chief and Deputy Chief 

Flag Marshals. Andrew Lake takes it from here: 

1. MA Queensland State Championships Round 2 (or 4 – depending on calendar & actual events) 

2. Good mixture of officials, although some of the 'regulars' couldn't attend due to a wedding, sickness, and 

COVID quarantine). 

   3. The event had 19 flag marshals, as well 1 trainee, 1 returning marshal (Paul Baker) and 4 drivers completing 

their event participation activities. Post 2 was also used  

 4. It was also the 1st time for both Andrew Lake in the Fox 1 position and for Mark Buckingham as Fox 2 

 5. It was VERY hot on all days – 37 deg on Sat/Sun. 

 6. Water & ice runs were conducted daily as well as impromptu resupplies to keep marshals hydrated 

 7. There were good entries in most categories – 36 Excels qualified. 

 8. A couple of major incidents including 2 roll-overs (both Excels), a car fire, some cars hitting tyre walls or 

each other & bits falling off. 1 red flag and a SC deployment (I think they actually won the race too). 

9. Corey Dyer was assessed and completed his Bronze Fire and Rescue module and was also able to put his 

training into action assisting an unfortunate hapless upside-down driver in one of the rollovers that 

occurred in the Excel category. 

 9. The new time penalty boards were used (5s, 10s, 15s, 30s) to good effect. 

 10. Radio issues occurred throughout the weekend with equipment failures keeping people on the hop. 

 11. With COVID restrictions easing, it was otherwise a relatively 'normal' race meeting. 

 

Thankyou Andrew. 



Committee 

In the new normal (from a club perspective), we have been able to leverage against new technologies in relation to 

how the Committee meet, embracing initially Zoom, and now utilising Microsoft Teams and building on instant 

communication between committee members via Social Media portals. In the big picture one area the club lags 

behind is our web site which has seen better days and is looking sad and tired. As I work in ICT, I have been asking 

work colleagues what a better format would be, and how we can build that without spending a fortune and maintain 

our intellectual integrity and property. The club is close, and 2021 will see a better-connected web site that will link 

into our Social Platforms to make it a better relevant experience. 

The committee is engaged on a number of issues that will be set in train for 2021. That will be: 

• A joint grant submission with Queensland Fire and Rescue Club to the Queensland Gambling for a possible 

storage facility at Morgan Park Raceway, new radio’s, and other PPE for trackside marshals. 

• Overhaul of the web site and link it to our Social Media Accounts.  

• We have donated brooms, shovels, and witches’ hat to MGCCQ for use at Mt Cotton Hillclimb circuit. 

• The trailer will be disposed by 25 January 2021 

• Overhaul of Club Patron, and what benefits it brings to the club. 

• Overhaul of club regalia. 

Australian Grand Prix 

The AGP date has been confirmed for 17 to 20 March 2021, and by the time you read this, applications have now 

closed.  Although designated by the FIA as an event, the caveat will be COVID-19, and how that will affect Europe, 

considering at this juncture Europe is still experiencing abnormally high infection rates, and heavy lockdowns are 

still in place. Motorsport Australia has advised recently there will be changes around personnel requirements for 

trackside, and that officials will be categorised in P1 (F1 Paddock and Pitlane) and P2 which is trackside marshals. 

The real issue will be regarding Australian borders, and if there will be nominal requirement to quarantine for two 

weeks. As information becomes clearer, we will endeavour to communicate these changes through our social media 

outlets.  

Natter in the Pub 

QMROA wish to kick off Natter in the Pub in the New Year. So, if want to catch up with fellow club members, 

Committee has set a date of 6th February 2021, and the venue will be Black Hops Brisbane Brewery at 65 Manilla 

Street East Brisbane, starting at 1:00pm.  

2021 Renewals 

Yearly renewals are going out now as this newsletter goes to print, once again the membership fee has remained 

capped and unchanged at $35. For those who have joined after August 2020 your membership will pro-rata to 2021 

calendar years.  

 

 

 



A Wedding. 

Finally, this couldn’t go unnoticed, but our own Andrew ‘Choppy’ Mutton finally tied the knot with Liana. Mark 

Buckingham and Nigel Faull were in the wedding parting, black and red was the theme, with a Tasmanian 

honeymoon enjoyed by the happy couple. 

 

QMROA wishes a warm welcome to the following new members. 

Julie Hockey Hannah Holloway Chad Boadle 
Nat Dash Brett Gooderham Brett Gooderham 

 

For Your Calendars -2021  

Date Organiser & Event Venue 

06/02/2021 Natter in the Pub Black Hops East Brisbane 

13/02/2021 MGCCQ Come and Try Hillclimb Mt Cotton 

20 – 21 /02/2021 HRCC TTT Meeting Morgan Park 

6/03/2021 MGCCQ Hillclimb Meeting Round 1 Mt Cotton 

17-20/03/21 FIA/Motorsport Australia – FIA Formula 1 World 
Championship 

Albert Park - Melbourne 

26-28/03/21 MGCCQ State Race Meeting Round 1 Morgan Park 

27/03/2021 BSCC QRC Round 1  Manumbar 

 

 

 

 



From the Commentary Box… 

From Your Club Secretary – Corey Dyer 

Welcome back, and may the COVID-infested doldrums of 2020 be well behind us, and may 2021 bring us all new and 

fantastic opportunities to get our radios on, shake the dust from our flag sets and get our backsides trackside. 

Whilst it was relaxing to have a more freed-up social calendar to spend at home last year, for those of us motorsport 

fanatics with ethanol in our veins and exhaust notes for ring-tones, it was a depressing year that many would prefer 

to be relegated to the bowels of history that time forgot. 

Speaking of such things, in the last newsletter, we brought you an article from John Cadogan regarding Mercedes 

Benz and their debacle surrounding their in-car software for their C Class vehicles, which due to a disagreement over 

software licencing between Microsoft and MB, saw key features of their COMAND navigation and user interface 

system suddenly cease to proceed before the vehicle’s warranty had even elapsed, despite many owners paying a 

$2,500 premium for the feature and in some cases, having to wait several months for a special delivery from Stuttgart 

in order to get the option specially fitted from the factory at the time of purchase. In some cases, MB offered to buy 

cars back from particularly disgruntled customers, and in other more recent cases, MB have offered customers as 

little as a paltry sum of $500 as a token goodwill gesture to “offset the loss in value to their vehicle as a result of this 

particular feature no longer working.” 

If new car sales trends are to be believed, it would appear that as consumers, whilst we continue to spend more 

time in our vehicles stuck in traffic, we are also moving into a steadily increasing relationship of wanting to invigorate 

our onward journey with technology and live telemetry, with premium brands leading the way on dazzling new car 

buyers with all manner of increasing levels of digitised brilliance to distract them from their task at hand, all whilst 

our worst recorded road toll tally in history in Queensland this year continues to demonstrate that many of our 

drivers need to go back to basics as many are seemingly obviously incompetent at even being able to focus on the 

basic fundamentals associated with trying to transport themselves from A to B as it is. 

Anyway, on the note of MB - not to be outdone, step right up MB’s four-ringed brother from Ingolstadt, who has 

also epically and unrepentantly screwed over their customers in an almost identical fashion. 

In 2018, many Audi customers that I know that purchased S3’s or RS3’s around the time that I purchased mine (2016) 

scrambled to become even further enslaved to the morally repugnant, self-lauded Audi Financial Services 

department and incurred significant financial encumbrances to flog off their cars within two years of purchasing 

them because Audi heralded the arrival of the new “virtual cockpit” – a significant technological update that did 

away with the humble analogue speedometer, tacho and interface screen and replaced them with an over-digitised, 

over-engineered, three dimensional, live-data theatrical extravaganza (below). 

 



Due to the unconscionably high cost of updating for the sake of updating, (I would have lost over $40k in interest 

and depreciation on my current car), and also because I consider myself as somewhat of a driving purist who likes 

analogue instruments and would rather spend money on modifications to gain engine and handing performance 

improvements from the car I have rather than wasting cash on updating for the sake of obtaining pretty map 

interfaces and displays) thankfully I resisted the urge to follow the flock and refused to update my car. 

Fast forward two years and suddenly, despite many of the good folk I know flocking to snap up these vehicles due 

to them featuring Google Earth 3D mapping and Google Street View, due to Google since creating a new software 

update, the hardware in the first edition models (i.e. MY18 series vehicles) will no longer be compatible with the 

new software, meaning that anybody that rushed to throw their $40k balloon payment to the wind and refinanced 

their soul to obtain this latest tech has now been left with… A generic standard map screen with a digital speedo and 

tacho. Pretty much exactly what the previous model had before, except with a digital needle sweep rather than an 

analogue one. Digital 3D mapping, Google Street View? Gone. Well done Audi. Bravo! 

Thankfully, it magically appears that Audi has taken steps to manufacture hardware that just happens to be 

compatible with Google’s new software in MY19 and newer vehicles, but unfortunately for owners of MY18 and 

older vehicles, Audi’s generic, half-baked response is… “Unfortunately, you will no longer be able to use the Google 

Earth functionality as of December 31, 2020. I apologize for the inconvenience as I know this is frustrating, but please 

let me know if there's any other questions.” 

There has been no support from Audi in providing a software update or retrofitting the interface support that they 

have put into the 2019 vehicles, despite it obviously being possible to do so, and despite these 2018 vehicles still 

being well within their three year new car warranty period, and despite Audi being no doubt well aware from their 

own marketing geniuses of just how many poor loyal Audi aficionados (i.e. suckers) who copped the resale hit and 

scrambled to throw their money in the bin to change over cars specifically to purchase technology that has now 

since been rendered redundant (or “sun-downed” as MB so elegantly put it…) before their car has even turned two. 

It’s unacceptable, but sadly, it is looking like a sign of the times to come as the fickle relationships between vehicle 

manufacturers and tech suppliers continue to wane and rejuvenate throughout various vehicle model cycles and 

consumers are torn between trying to work out the economic efficiencies of establishing whether it’s worth trying 

to make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear and update their daily hack, or resigning themselves to the fact that the in-

car tech they have at the time of purchase is as good as it’s going to get unless they want to throw their money to 

the dogs. 

Sure, being able to log in over Bluetooth and set the throttle response from the driver’s seat by pressing a few 

buttons on a smartphone, (no need to even open the bonnet to select a different tune), and pressing on a “race 

mode” button and activating an automated traction-controlled launch sequence to achieve a 12 second quarter mile 

strap into the stratosphere are all incredibly fun and easy experiences to achieve today in our tech-savvy world with 

most modern sports cars - (especially for the lazy or the uninitiated who have all the gear but no idea on how to tune 

a car or launch one quickly and smoothly off the line), but sometimes, there is much to be said about the virtue of 

the old times I had with my old Ford Cortina, tinkering with its 4-barrel Holley carburettor by ear with a screw-driver 

until it was just right and creating plumes of tyre smoke at times whilst under the pretence of trying to establish 

traction. Ah… Yes. Those were the good old days… 

 

 

 

  



Out and About 

 

Paul Baxter sharing his best side 



 

Paul Overell – MA National Official of the Year 2020 7 Rodney McDonald -  MA Queensland Official Of the Year 



 

Don Vidler with Historic Sports Sedan Hard Luck Trophy. 



Anatomy of a Formula Series – Formula E 

 

Formula E, known as ABB FIA Formula E for sponsorship reasons, is a single seater motorsport championship that 

uses only electric cars. The series is promoted and owned by Formula E Holdings. In 2011 it was conceived in Paris 

by Jean Todt at the FIA, and the inaugural championship commenced in Beijing in September 2014.It is sanctioned 

by the FIA. Alejandro Agag is the founder and current chairman of Formula E Holdings. 

History 

The proposal for a city-based, single-seater electric car motor racing championship was conceived by Jean Todt, the 

president of the world governing body of motorsport, the Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA), and 

presented to politicians Alejandro Agag and Antonio Tajani and the Italian actor Teo Teocoli at a dinner at a small 

Italian restaurant in the French capital Paris on 3 March 2011. Tajani was concentrated on the electrification of the 

automobile industry, reducing carbon dioxide emissions and introducing hybrid and electric systems. Agag 

supported Todt's proposal after the latter discussed the FIA opening a tender to organise the series. Agag told Todt 

that he would take on the task because of his prior experience in negotiating contracts with television stations, 

sponsorship and marketing. 

The FIA announced in December 2019 that Formula E would be given world championship status from the 2020–21 

season, making it the first single-seater racing series outside of Formula One to be given world championship status. 

Regulations - Overview 

The Formula E championship is currently contested by twelve teams with two drivers each. The sport features 

electric-powered race cars similar in style to the hybrid-drive cars of Formula One. Racing generally take place on 

temporary city-centre street circuits which are 1.9 to 3.4 km (1.2 to 2.1 mi) long. 



Race day format 

All events begin with two practice sessions in the morning, an opening 45-minute session followed by a further 30-

minute session. During these sessions, the drivers are free to use the full qualifying power output (currently 250 kW 

(335 bhp). 

The qualifying session takes place later in the day and lasts approximately one hour. The drivers are divided into four 

groups of six, with each group having six minutes to set their best lap. The first group consists of the six drivers 

currently leading the championship, followed by the next six in the championship etc. This is intended as a small 

handicap for the top drivers, because track conditions generally improve during a session. Full power of 250 kW is 

available throughout qualifying. Since the second season, the six fastest drivers then go out again, one by one, in the 

Super Pole shoot-out to determine the top six grid positions. 

The race itself is set to 45 minutes plus one lap. During the first four seasons, drivers made one mandatory pit stop 

to change cars. With the introduction of the Gen2 car, this is no longer necessary, because the battery lasts for the 

full race. Since the all-weather tyres are designed to last for a whole race, pit stops are currently only needed to 

change a flat tyre or to perform repairs on the car. In race mode the maximum power is currently restricted to 200 

kW (268 bhp). 

Point scoring 

Points are awarded to the top ten drivers using the standard FIA system (25-18-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1). Three points 

are also awarded to the driver securing the pole position, while the driver setting the fastest lap (if they finish in the 

top ten) receives an additional point (two points during the first two seasons). The championship consists of both a 

drivers' and teams' championship. A driver's end of season total is made up of a driver's best results. A team's total 

is made up by counting both drivers' scores throughout the season. 

Fanboost 

For each race, fans can vote for their favourite driver via various social media channels to give them an extra power 

boost. Voting starts six days before the event and closes after the opening 15 minutes of the race. The five winning 

Fanboost drivers each receive an extra power burst that can be used in a 5-second window during the second half 

of the race. 

Attack mode 

With the fifth season, a feature called attack mode was introduced in which drivers receive an additional 25 kW of 

power by driving through a designated area of the circuit off the racing line. The duration of the boost mode and the 

number of boosts available are decided only shortly in advance of each race by the FIA to stop teams from 

anticipating its use and incorporating it into race strategy. All attack modes must be activated at the end of the race, 

but do not need to be used up (i.e. if a final attack mode is activated in the penultimate lap, the driver is not penalized 

for having it still activated at the end of the race.) Starting season 6, the additional power has been increased to 35 

kW. If there is a full course yellow period or a safety car, attack mode will not be allowed to be activated. Under 

safety car or FCY, 1kWh of energy will be knocked off, giving drivers and teams more energy management tactics 

 

 

 

 



Car 

 

Spark-Renault SRT_01E 

Felix Rosenqvist at the 2017 Berlin ePrix, showing the updated season 3 spec front wing. 

For the first four seasons, an electric racing car built by Spark Racing Technology, called the Spark-Renault SRT 01E, 

was used. The chassis was designed by Dallara, a battery system created by Williams Advanced Engineering and a 

Hewland five-speed gearbox. Michelin was the official tyre supplier. For the first season, 42 electric cars were 

ordered by the series, with four cars made available to each of the ten teams and two cars kept for testing purposes. 

This first Formula E car had a power of at least 250 horsepower (190 kW). The car was able to accelerate from 0–

100 km/h (0–62 mph) in 3 seconds, with a maximum speed of 225 km/h (140 mph). The generators used to re-charge 

the batteries are powered by glycerine, a by-product of bio-diesel production. 

In the first season, all teams used an electric motor developed by McLaren (the same as that used in its P1 supercar). 

But since the second season, powertrain manufacturers could build their own electric motor, inverter, gearbox and 

cooling system; the chassis and battery stayed the same. There were nine manufacturers creating powertrains for 

the 2016–17 season: ABT Schaeffler, Andretti Technologies, DS-Virgin, Jaguar, Mahindra, NextEV TCR, Penske, 

Renault, and Venturi. 

 

 



Spark SRT05e ("Gen2 car") 

 

Stoffel Vandoorne driving a Gen2 Formula E car at the 2019 Hong Kong ePrix. 

The second generation ("Gen2") Formula E car was introduced in the 2018–19 season, and features significant 

technological advances over the previous Spark-Renault SRT 01E car – its 54 kWh battery and power output rising 

from 200 kW to 250 kW and top speed rising to around 280 km/h (174 mph). The arrival of the Gen2 car also sees 

an end to the series’ mid-race car-swaps.[21] The new cars are equipped with Brembo braking systems, chosen by 
Spark Racing Technology as the sole supplier. The new cars are also equipped with the Halo, a T-shaped safety cage 

designed to protect the driver's head in crashes, and to protect them by deflecting flying objects. Michelin remains 

as tyre manufacturer, supplying all-weather treaded tyres. 

Gen3 car (2022–) 

The Gen3 Formula E car is planned to be introduced for the ninth Formula E season (2022–23). Power levels for the 

car are expected to be 350kW in qualifying and 300kW in the race, whilst regeneration levels will be allowed on both 

front (250kW) and rear (350kW) axles for a maximum of 600kW recovery under braking. The battery will also be 

designed to be able to handle ‘flash-charging’ at rates of up to 800kW, allowing pitstop recharging into the 

championship for the first time. In July 2020 it was announced that Spark Racing Technology would build the chassis 

and supply the front axle MGU, Williams Advanced Engineering would supply the battery and Hankook would supply 

all-weather tires incorporating bio-material and sustainable rubber. 

 

 

 



Safety car 

 

Since 2014, the BMW i8 plug-in hybrid is employed as the Formula E safety car. 

 

 

 

 



 

Seasons Champions 

2014–15 

 

The calendar consisted of 11 races held in 10 different host cities: Beijing, Putrajaya, Punta del Este, Buenos Aires, 

Long Beach, Miami, Monte Carlo, Berlin, Moscow and finally London, where last two rounds of the championship 

took place. 

The first Formula E race at the Beijing Olympic Green Circuit on 13 September 2014 was won by Lucas Di Grassi, after 

Nick Heidfeld and Nicolas Prost crashed out on the final corner. During the season, there were 7 different race 

winners: Sébastien Buemi (three times), Sam Bird (twice), Nelson Piquet Jr. (twice), António Félix da Costa, Nicolas 

Prost, Jérôme d'Ambrosio and Lucas Di Grassi. The championship was decided with the last race in London, where 

Nelson Piquet Jr. became the first Formula E champion, only a single point ahead of Sébastien Buemi. Piquet, Buemi, 

and Di Grassi all had a theoretical chance at winning the title in the final round. The team championship was decided 

on the second to last race, with e. dams Renault (232 points) winning ahead of Dragon Racing (171 points) who 

surpassed ABT in the final round of the championship. 

2015–16 

The second season of Formula E started in October 2015 and ended in early July 2016. The calendar consisted of 10 

races in 9 different cities. For this season eight manufacturers were introduced, who could develop new powertrains. 

Sébastien Buemi won the championship with only 2 points more than Lucas di Grassi by claiming the fastest lap in 

the final race in London. 

2016–17 

The 2016–17 FIA Formula E season was the third season of the FIA Formula E championship. It started in October 

2016 in Hong Kong and ended in July 2017 in Montreal. Lucas di Grassi won the championship in the last race of the 

season, 24 points ahead of Sébastien Buemi and 54 points ahead of third-placed rookie driver Felix Rosenqvist. The 

Renault e. Dams team successfully defended their team championship title. 



 

2017–18 

The 2017–18 FIA Formula E season was the fourth season of the FIA Formula E championship. It started in December 

2017 in Hong Kong and ended in July 2018. Jean-Éric Vergne clinched the title with a race to spare in New York by 

finishing fifth while title rival Sam Bird failed to score enough points to keep the fight going into the final race of the 

season. 

After a difficult first half of the season, Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler improved in the second half and passed Techeetah 

at the final race to claim the teams' championship by two points. 

2018–19 

A SRT05e at the Geneva motor show 2018 (in Nissan concept livery) that was used from Formula E's 5th season) 

onward. 

The Gen2 race car was introduced for season five with significantly improved power and range, thus eliminating the 

need to change cars and pit stops altogether except for damages. However, cars are still vulnerable to power 

exhaustions if red flags and safety cars lengthen races. Gen2 also saw the introduction of the halo driver protection 

system. The car was unveiled in January 2018. 

Electric Racing 

BMW, Nissan and DS Automobiles would join Formula E as official manufacturers for the 2018–19 season, with 

Nissan replacing Renault, which had exited the championship to focus its resources on its Formula 1 team.[33] The 

format of the races also changed from a set number of laps to 45 minutes plus one lap. 

The 2019 Hong Kong ePrix was the 50th race of Formula E since its inception in 2014. Formula E raced in 20 cities, 

across five continents, seen 13 global manufactures commit to the series. Four drivers have started all 50 Formula E 

races: Lucas di Grassi, Sam Bird, Daniel Abt and Jérôme d'Ambrosio. 

After the first race in New York City, Jean-Eric Vergne won his second Formula E championship, becoming the first 

driver to win more than 1 championship title, and a back-to-back championship title. Techeetah won their first 

constructor's championship. 

2019–20 

For the sixth season of Formula E, two more manufacturers joined the series: Mercedes-Benz and Porsche. Several 

rule changes were introduced to the championship, most notably the deduction of usable energy under safety car 

and Full Course Yellow conditions, with drivers having energy subtracted at 1kWh per minute. Due to the COVID-19 

pandemic the championship was suspended in March 2020 and all scheduled races were eventually cancelled] The 

season was completed in August with six races at the Tempelhof Airport Street Circuit in Berlin on three different 

layouts. 

The season's champion was António Félix da Costa who clinched his first title with two races left. DS Techeetah 

became team champions for the second time in a row. 

2020–21 

The 2021 Championship is due to be the seventh season of the FIA Formula E championship, a motor racing 

championship for electrically powered vehicles recognised by motorsport's governing body, the Fédération 

Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA), as the highest class of competition for electric open-wheel racing cars. 



With the 2021 season, the championship will officially become a FIA World Championship, joining Formula One, the 

World Endurance Championship, the World Rally Championship, and the World Rallycross Championship. 

The facelift of the Spark Gen2 car called the Gen2 EVO, was originally scheduled to debut in this season, but was 

later delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Support series 

FE School Series 

During the first season, the FE School Series for student teams that developed their own electric car took place as 

support races at selected events.[46] The series was not continued during the second season. 

Roborace 

Roborace is developing the world's first autonomous and electrically powered racing car. The company is planning 

to develop the first global championship for driverless cars. It held demonstrations at selected races during the 2016–

17 Formula E season and 2017–18 Formula E season. 

 

 

Jaguar I-Pace eTrophy 

Formula E and Jaguar ran a production-based support series with Jaguar I-Pace battery electric SUVs. The series was 

called the I-Pace eTrophy and ran together with Formula E's fifth and sixth seasons (December 2018 to summer 

2020). In May 2020, Jaguar announced the cancellation of the series. 



 

Sources – Wikipedia and Autosport Magazine 

 

Midas Tingalpa – Contact Justin Wade – 07 3390 5633 

 

 

 

 



Love/Hate – Six Questions with………. 

David Wickham 

Who was you first motor racing love? 

Allan Moffat 

First event as an official/marshal 

Morgan Park in 2010. Although I may have signed on as a 'trainee' for a round of the ATCC at Lakeside in the 90's 

and spent the day on the Flag Post at the Kink (thanks Brownie) 

 Favourite Series? 

TCM, Group N, IPRA, Excel's or Aussie Race Cars (because they can be 3 wide going into a corner and everyone 

comes out the other side) 

TCR’s Yes or No? 

Yeah, Nah, maybe...... 

Sport you hate the most. 

Quidditch 

Favourite Football Code and which team? 

NRL, anyone playing Manly 

Thanks, you for your time Dave.     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Matters concerning Training 

Fire Marshalling Basics 

By John Miller & Corey Dyer 

This quarter we are looking at basics surrounding Fire Extinguishers, what you should when you get to post, and 

what the Chief Fire Marshal will brief you at a morning briefing. 

Let’s start with identification. 

 

Any fire you may witness is governed by three sources. The goal is to remove one of those sources if you are 

operating an extinguisher.  These sources are: 

  



On a post you will see generally see Foam and Dry Chemical powder extinguishers. Wet chemical extinguishers are 

rarely seen anywhere anymore other than in some high-end, commercial grade industrial kitchens due to their high 

cost to replace, their limited use for cooking fat applications only, and the fact that even the fiercest kitchen fires 

can normally be safely extinguished using other cheaper and more environmentally friendly methods – i.e. a fire 

blanket, dry chemical powder, or CO2. 

At the race track, generally water and CO2 are not distributed to points as they require a more specific application 

to ensure correct use, however they are contained within the Fire Rescue Vehicles should they ever be required. 

CO2 shot straight down an engine’s air intake is almost always a perfect tool for snuffling an engine that won’t turn 

off in the event of a kill switch failure and it won’t damage the engine either. It is also good for targeting engine bay 

fires or areas such as behind vehicle dashboards where the space is confined, and in cases where the fire itself cannot 

be easily seen. They are useless however outdoors or in windy environments, which is why they are generally not 

placed on points.  

In some cases, water extinguishers may be provided in instances where ethanol is in use as a fuel at the circuit, as 

water is one of the most effective retardants to put out a high-temperature ethanol fire (and lots of it!) however in 

these instances, an alcohol resistant foam may be provided on the point rather than water in order to avoid a well-

intentioned, but inadvertently over-enthusiastic marshal grabbing the first extinguisher available to hand in an 

emergency and pouring water onto an oil fire and accidentally creating a bigger inferno. 

Interestingly enough, one of the key things that inspired me to do more advanced fire training was as a result of a 

massive inferno occurring directly in front of me at the finish line of the Bathurst 6 hour many years ago when I was 

the Assistant Starter, and I dropped the chequered flag, picked up an extinguisher and then momentarily froze before 

firing it (for what felt like an eternity - and probably looked like it on TV and for the poor driver), because there were 

two extinguishers and I didn’t know which one to choose. Fortunately, the answer is that either of them would have 

worked, (and they did – we ended up expelling the foam and the powder all over the car which was well involved 

from front to back due to a blown turbo that disintegrated through the engine bay), but I realised afterwards that 

my moment of hesitation could have been the difference between life and death. Fortunately, Craig Baird and his 

flaming AMG A45 Mercedes were spared from total destruction, but the incident made me realise that more training 

in an area that you are deficient in is never a bad thing.  

In any case, upon arrival at your point, first, check the charge gauges on all of your extinguishers. The needle of each 

extinguisher should be pointing upwards with the needle in the green indicating that it is fully charged. You should 

also check to ensure the pin is securely located and held in place by a plastic seal. As part of setting up your point 

and getting yourself ready for the day, you should also ensure that your extinguisher is located in an area on your 

point where: 

a) It is not impeding your ability to duck, dive, or otherwise escape quickly from your point in the event of a 

wayward vehicle, flying debris, a vehicle explosion, or if a fire becomes so intense that you are no longer 

able to get close enough to assist without jeopardising your own safety. Always have an exit plan, and never 

put yourself in a position where you cannot retreat quickly.  

b) It is close enough that you can grab it quickly if you need to take it to a burning vehicle;  

c) It is somewhere close to where you think a vehicle may pull up if it is alight 

d) It is not too close to the circuit that it could become a collision or projectile hazard in the event of a wayward 

vehicle running off the circuit. 

 

 



In addition to the above, I also suggest that you should have your extinguisher stored somewhere that it can 

ideally be passed to a driver so that if it is not safe for you to be able to access the vehicle to put the fire out (i.e. 

hot track with cars still going around and no protective barrier for you), or you are not attired sufficiently to be 

able to extinguish the vehicle if it is well involved and a driver is being insistent on getting the fire out before 

the Fire & Rescue personnel arrive, you can pass it to them and they can try and extinguish it themselves. There 

is no shame in asking a driver to put out their own car fire if it is not safe for you to do so. Don’t forget, they will 

be wearing three layers of Nomex – probably much more fire retardant than whatever you’ll probably be 

wearing on a point, and if they are that insistent that you should risk your life to put their car out, let them bear 

the risk of jeopardising their own safety rather than yours! Once they are out of the car and safe, your job is 

done, and everything else is merely collateral damage from thereon in. If you can put the fire out, great! If you 

can’t, don’t stress - a fire marshal will be there soon enough with better equipment than yours who will get the 

fire out. 

 

 

My mother always told me that you should never go to a party without bringing something with you, and the same 

rule also applies to a major vehicle crash. There is little point in running to a vehicle to rescue somebody if the car 

becomes an inferno and you don’t have an extinguisher. As many would have seen with Romain Grosjean’s recent 

fire that occurred in Formula 1 in Bahrain for example, in most cases, if a fire is absolutely raging, one extinguisher 

alone is sometimes not enough to put the fire out completely in one go, but it may just be enough to buy you some 

time to beat the flames down sufficiently in order to be able to give the driver some respite, help them if they are 

struggling to get out, or put them out if they themselves are on fire, even if the car continues to blaze on. Even if you 

can’t see fire, if you’ve got a free hand, always take an extinguisher with you to a rescue or an assist. Vehicle fires 

can be ridiculously unpredictable, and some have even gone up whilst a car is being loaded onto a tilt tray once fluids 

get spilt, so never assume that because you can’t see fire straight away at an incident, that one won’t start later on. 

If you are required to go to a fire, walk quickly and carefully, but do not run as you may be off balance from carrying 

the extinguisher and you may trip or stumble on uneven ground with the extinguisher and injure yourself. There is 

also a risk of slipping on oil, glass, debris, sand, etc. so the rule is always that you should not dawdle, but equally, 

you should not run either. 



On your way to the fire, take hold of the handle, twist the pin, remove the hose from the clip, and test the 

extinguisher with a quick squirt. This will enable you to ensure that the extinguisher that you are bringing to the 

incident works properly and also allows you to establish a safe working distance. To discharge the extinguisher, point 

the nozzle of the extinguisher at the base of the fire and use a sweeping technique whilst squeezing the trigger to 

discharge the contents of the extinguisher onto the fire. Once the fire is out, withdraw, and wait for the Fire Tender 

to arrive. 

If you are using a Foam or AFF extinguisher, the best technique is to spray using a blanket approach. The blanket 

created by the foam can be used to seal petrol, and oil fires, and can contain some spills. To do this, spray the foam 

towards the vehicle or an object nearby the flame rather than directly into the flame itself. Let the foam slide off the 

object and onto the ground around where any petrol or oil is coming from and create a blanket around the area. 

This application method for foam makes the foam more effective because it stops the bubbles of the foam from 

being popped and makes the foam more resilient in its fire resistance. 

The PASS technique is the current Australian Standard in the use of extinguishers, as listed below: 

 

Once an extinguisher has been used, make sure that it is laid on its side out of the way, ready for collection by your 

fire team. As a rule of thumb, even if the needle is still in the green after it has been used, any extinguisher that has 

been used must be inspected before being put back into service, and any extinguisher found lying on its side rather 

than standing upright is always deemed to be unserviceable, so ensure that no matter where your extinguisher is 

sitting, ensure that it is always upright whenever it is in use unless it is empty, undercharged or requiring service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Prettiest Outlaw in the Motoring World — Mazda’s RX-7 coupe — By: Allan Moffat, 1980.  

 

Motor Racing has never owed me a living. But I maintain I am at least entitled to the opportunity to earn it. There 

have been some exciting races run and some I've won but an assessment of my past 12 months would suggest the 

year has been aimless.  

An examination of my bank account would show I am currently between millions. And when it comes to the 1980 

Bathurst Hardie Ferodo 1000. I'm out of work.  

This is the first year for eleven seasons I have not contested the Touring Car championship and 1980 is the first 

occasion I have not been hell-bent on Bathurst. Competing in the Daytona 24-Hour Race and then Le Mans meant 

far faster speeds and infinitely stronger competition. The distance covered in racing laps was more than I covered 

here in the last three seasons.  

It would be easy to waltz away saying these great events had put Bathurst back into its right perspective, but not so. 

Bathurst will always be a worthwhile item in my life and not something to be stuffed up by those whom I now accuse.  

The reason why Bathurst will not be Bathurst for me this year concerns what must be the prettiest outlaw in the 

motoring world — Mazda’s RX-7 coupe — and a soul-destroying war of words with our controlling body, the 

Confederation of Australian Motor Sport.  

The painful diary of the rankling's with CAMS stretches from a meeting in mid-December 1979 until the final official 

utterance on the matter on June 7. The parties involved include the chief executive of to be in Australia. CAMS, John 

Keeffe, the National Council (a representative from each state), and the Motor Racing Commission, known as 

AMRaC. AMRaC was a panel set up to propagate the sport and virtually determine its boundaries. It consisted of two 

promoters, a team owner, a driver- and others.  



The sequences of regrettable events which finally left the outlaw tag on the RX-7 were as follows:  

• December 10, 1979, — CAMS announces National Council approves RX-7. Two-week moratorium applied.  

• December 22 — National Council reverses decision.  

• May 26, 1980 — National Council again approves RX-7  

• June 7 — AMRaC rejects National Council proposal.  

There should be no doubting what happened at that first National Council meeting in December last year. Words 

can easily be distorted with each retelling. The Council ratified the proposal that the Mazda RX-7, with the 

modification known as peripheral porting, be permitted to run as an above three-litre Touring Car, although it had 

not come within the scope of the incoming 1980 regulations.  

In stepped John Keeffe who mooted a two-week moratorium. Keeffe maintained the decision would be so far-

reaching that a tender should be called so all interested parties could come forth.  

The result was quite predictable. Everyone with an axe to grind came forth. There may have been some well-meaning 

individuals who spoke up, while in total disagreement, I extend them my respect. But there were others. Peter 

Williamson, a car dealer and part-time race-driver, was the most forward objector. He went public with a well-

prepared press release which gained him the tactical advantage of being first into print. The contents of his press 

statement were the hollow utterings of a Toyota salesman discrediting a Mazda exercise.  

It proclaimed: “According to Williamson it was unlikely many members of the viewing public would recognise -the 

distinction. “All they will see is a Mazda RX7 being unrealistically superior to a lot of other cars against which it 

competes in the marketplace,” Williamson said.”  

The “lot of other cars” referred to were one or two Alfettas. That’s if “competing against in the marketplace” means 

to be of similar specification and at around the same price. As for the rest; the RX-3 was no longer available here, 

the Capri Hatchback never was.  

Which brings us to the Toyota Celica. An attempted comparison “in the marketplace” is an insult to the intelligence. 

Any motoring writer will assure you just how different they are. And in “the marketplace” there was no comparison 

in price — about $5000 difference. The Celica was cheap as well as nasty.  

What Mr Williamson was warning his Public against was the danger of the newcomer outclassing his own Celica with 

which he had been taking candy from the kid for the previous season. The Celica is one of a handful of twin cam 

models alleged to be in Australia.  

It is not the car sold on masse in Australia but is eligible as an FIA Group One car. Anyone without a fake conscience 

would surely call it “unrealistically superior to a lot of other cars against winch it competes in the marketplace”.  

Other objections came privately from the three-litre clique — they still yearn for the day they can win Bathurst 

outright — a former team-mate of mine, a driver of an American car who needed to prove himself even if there was 

no opposition at all. Surprisingly the old RX3 drivers resented the opportunity to take on the outright contenders.  

Those in favour at the time included Peter Brock, who needed someone to beat, Bob Morris who badly needed 

something other than a Commodore to drive, all but one major promoter and the motor racing press. I’m sure the 

motor racing public would have loved it.  

My switch to Mazda after a career in Ford equipment really came as long ago as December 1978. Mazda Motors, 

Melbourne, approached me to act as consultant on its application to gain acceptance under the regulations which 

were to be formulated to take Touring Cars — the successful category of the 1970s — into the ‘80s.  



Little did we dream that the new regulations were going to promote Formula Commodore as they had done with 

Formula Torana of the late ‘70s. CAMS had told one and all these forthcoming epoch-opening regs would “provide 

a degree of parity between reciprocating and rotary engines”.  

The Mazda project called for a significant divergence from traditional thinking, but you can't buck the regulations. 

The time was never better to exercise some flexibility.  

There was the new breed of cars arriving for 1980. What new breed? More V8s. Australia is an island, our motor 

sport a desert island.  

We clung to V8s as our open wheel Formula One until they were extinct. Now Touring Cars are taking the same path.  

The flexibility asked for was a cheaply performed engine modification to allow a radical engine such as the rotary to 

breathe, After all, the 1980 regulations were specifically designed for conventional piston engines. And it is worth 

bearing in mind the unique design of the rotary in that it has no camshaft and no valves. The very first modification 

called on to improve a V8 is to change the camshaft profile and enlarge the valves. The rotary, with none of these 

luxuries, can only achieve a respectable performance— through the modification known as peripheral porting. It is 

nothing more than direct induction — not supercharging—to allow a direct flow of gases from the carburettor to 

the rotor housing.  

Most of the cheating done on V8s over the past five years was in tricking up the inlet manifold. Speaking for my own 

team, we were put to the expense which totalled tens of thousands of dollars on carburettor / intake manifold 

adaptor plates to increase the flow of petrol into the cylinders. That’s the very modification denied the Mazda's.  

My initial reservation about the Mazda was whether it could match the performance of the American V8s, with 

reliability but at slightly less than V8 speeds.  

The reliability factor is no idle boast. When I first encountered the RX-7 in Washington in April 1979, I covered about 

700 km at full racing speeds. Not once during the evaluation did the mechanics lift the bonnet. On my second visit 

to Washington, I was further impressed by the little car, now fitted with specially developed Goodyears, in its 

conservation of tyres — even soft compounds.  

With the price of putting four tyres on a V8 fast approaching $750, tyres are certainly cruelling any chance of 

developing young talent through Touring Car ranks.  

When I tested the car in Washington, the Japanese engineers laughed when I said a Bathurst campaign would require 

six complete engines. On their experience at tracks like Daytona, Riverside and Sebring the required number would 

be two. This was on my mind when we lost six Ford engines at Bathurst last September.  

The assault on Daytona came about purely as a result of the Washington test sessions. In fact, the Daytona entry 

was the identical car which was prepared and entered by JLC Racing, Washington. At Daytona the eight Mazda’s 

entered suffered only two casualties en-route for 24 hours and that included my car which was crashed out of the 

race. Only one car retired through mechanical failure. Daytona is the equivalent of five Bathurst’s, back-to-back. I 

wish those who denigrated the Mazda —and those who keep forking out big money to repair broken V8 engines — 

could have seen the proof of Daytona.  

Then Le Mans saw one of those same incredible American RX-7s arrive. It scraped onto the back of the grid and went 

off song late in the race. Yet it finished. The point was it had completed 48 hours of racing without stopping. You just 

can’t relate that effort to half the Bathurst field which have destroyed themselves 30 minutes into the race.  

The Mazda long suit was reliability and it is this area where the Touring Car regulations, over recent years, have bled 

competitors dry. It is a scandal that entrants are corralled into running V8s in such form that less than half of them 

can struggle around Bathurst for 1000km.  



If I could have predicted the performance of the RX-7s at Bathurst It would have not been on the front row of the 

grid. But they would have all been running after midday and the same can never be safely said for our V8s. I feel it 

was a tactical blunder in the initial stages not to have launched the original Mazda application with far more fanfare. 

Public relations are always important and the first telling blow is the most remembered and believed.  

Mazda Motors, as a prospective newcomer to the sport, felt it should use restraint until the acceptance papers were 

stamped. CAMS executive's certainty didn’t make public the full Mazda proposal. It circulated as virtually an 

unsubstantiated rumour. There was an air of distrust surrounding what was a windfall for a sport which had fallen 

on hard times.  

Another error in planning was that the whole act was seen to be just an Allan Moffat benefit. I did not object to 

catching all the flak but the benefit to others in the sport was never considered by the detractors.  

Certain executives of CAMS were against the proposal and made that clear from the outset. One letter to Mazda 

Motors asked it to fully identify its relationship to Toyo Kogyo (the Mazda factory) by disclosing the factory’s 

shareholdings in the Australian company, and also identify company directors. It was an embarrassing indication 

that someone at CAMS was out to discredit the integrity of the offer. 

For the benefit of those who were never really au fait with the complete proposal, I would like to see it detailed 

here.  Mazda Motors, a factory subsidiary and distributor of the make in Victoria and Tasmania, guaranteed to bona 

fide race drivers:  

• Availability of at least 10 (and up to 12) Group One homologated “custom model” RX-7 Mazda’s until 

October 1 (Bathurst weekend) 1980 

• Discounted price to approve buyers, with such price frozen until October 1.  

• Flare kits and body extensions with a $400 fixed price over the next 12 months  

• All parts availability wherever practicable.  

• No preferential treatment between any racing teams for either basic or special parts.  

• Free shipping facilities for a CAMS authorised Australian team of RX-7s to race in Japan.  

That final term could have really foreshadowed the reaching of manhood by our Touring Cars. Without elaborating 

too much, it would have meant some of our local Bathurst cars would be eligible in race categories all over the world. 

Further it would have permitted foreign drivers to run here in their own cars. Derek Bell told me at Le Mans he had 

already persuaded Tom Walkinshaw to bring his British RX-7 to Bathurst this year.  

There has never been a program put up that could go anywhere near matching support like the Mazda deal. Just 

consider how little Ford or GMH contributed to the welfare of motor sport as they sucked on it during the glory days 

of the 1970s. To snub such a generous offer was nothing short of ignorant.  

It seems pathetic in retrospect. Datsun is long out of motor racing, Chrysler has been and gone, Ford had 

administered the dirty butt treatment after hopeless negotiations with CAMS, GMH had allegedly disclaimed the 

sport and Toyota does nothing but favour one dealer and his team.  

Fresh blood by way of a $1/2 million project was being offered by an enthusiast car maker and our executives at 

CAMS turned it down in the most insulting way. I could talk forever on the benefits that would have come from the 

presents of RX-7s in our race fields. For starters, it would have given a little heart to competitors who feel they are 

now just indulging in a mammoth GMH promotion. There is no doubt the regulations have long favoured Holdens.  



The figures are quite plain, every Ford driver has offered himself as a human sacrifice. We have all finished 

disheartened and broke. CAMS continually deprived the Ford camp of genuine reliability components such as roller 

rockers and dry-sumps until it was too late. If you didn’t play the GMH game, you were an unwelcome guest.  

The Mazda would never have been over competitive against our existing V8s and that is the interesting twist - it 

would have given to what is now a total non-spectacle. The rotaries never had the horsepower Williamson warned 

of. It remains a mystery to me just where they would have shone. Small circuits. Long tracks, maybe.  

If Bathurst is to continue to flourish there has to be some competitiveness between the teams and varied makes of 

cars. Chasing the Holden Dealer Team in what you would purport to be a similar Commodore is a fool's errand. Ron 

Hodgson proved last year that money can’t buy access to technology.  

The final sentence from CAMS has been if you can’t build a car that complies to its regulations, that is not their 

problem. I say that if only one make of car can be built to conform to regulations — and be competitive — then the 

regs are inadequately formulated.  

To take the fatal genetics of a one-make formula a step further calls for a subjective examination of the influence of 

the Holden Dealer team. Nobody can blame Peter Brock for winning and his early 1980 effort of 10 pole positions in 

10 starts has been a commendable record. Despite the denials of any factory involvement, it is a plain fact that GMH 

dollars developed his Commodore in the latter months of 1979 — before any other team even knew what the final 

1980 regulations would be.  

And while updated factory homologations and even team press releases on GMH letterheads raise suspicions, it 

must be contended that with the backing of a consortium of GMH dealers, the HDT had better access to the factory 

than all other Commodore teams.  

I did make one race meeting in the Mazda in Australia and that hardly proved a thing. On reflection, I wished it had 

never occurred.  

It was at the request of Oran Park’s Allan Horsley who had helped in the battle to get the RX-7 through. The subject 

car was owned by Allan Bryant in Newcastle and was doing the rounds, with the peripheral porting, as a sports sedan. 

I had no say in the preparation of the car, I had the Le Mans project on my mind at that time, and I still don’t know 

if the cause was to be helped by my winning or losing.  

The battle for the Mazda cause has certainly sapped my wind. The first news of conclusive failure filtered through 

while I was at Le Mans preparing for the big race. I shut it out of my mind until returning to Melbourne a fortnight 

later. I didn’t even seek confirmation. But the reality has since set in. The international rumour was correct. CAMS’ 

dispatch of June 9 put the seal on the issue and when it came down to the wire, the multitude of backroom sins 

were covered by the old standby, “effluxion of time”. The bush lawyers had won the battle.  

AMRaC had to sanction the May 24 decision of the National Council but would not. They commented: “The Mazda 

RX-7 and peripheral ports were of themselves not the major problem; the principal problem (particularly financially 

and in terms of development time) was the question of equivalent freedoms for other cars which would bring 

burdens of time and financial cost”  

Great! The Mazda was beaten because shrewd wording had lumped it into a job lot with exotic cars which no-one 

had ever requested anyway. In retrospect, those who had the knives out for the RX-7 would have gone to any lengths 

to keep it off our tracks. The unfortunate part of the whole deal is that those who stopped it will not be around to 

face indictment when everybody says: “We should have done it anyway”.  

So, when Bathurst takes place this month, I won't be driving something a little different, something with spectator 

appeal, something which would attract a sponsor. I won’t be in something with the potential to keep up with the 

small number of competitive Commodores, something that would certainly see out the distance.  



But then neither will Gary Rogers, nor Bob Morris, nor Fred Gibson, nor John Goss, nor Don Holland, nor Graham 

Moore, nor Dick Johnson...  

Maybe some of us can find room in the commentary box. I have something I really want to say. 

Article supplied by Andrew Lake. 

 

 

 

Auto Expert – MALS – Further adventures in Automotive Shithousery by John Cadogan 

Rustproofing rip-off: the truth about rust in modern cars 

If you’re not from around here, John Mellor’s GoAuto News is a fascinating attempt to cure insomnia by recycling 

press releases as a means of enticing car dealers to spend money with advertisers to make money for themselves. 

What a great pity nobody is ever conscious when they read it, statistically. 

Here you can see a recycled press release headlining issue 1034 - which is one of my all-time favourite GoAutos, as 

you will soon see. Page 7 presents a grand opportunity for the right applicant to have his soul sucked out, leaving 

him a withered husk. On page 23, this chap offers to put you in the driver’s seat of your very own dealership. And 

who doesn’t want that? Lord of the Ming Molls. 

On page 13 the folks at Organise It have pretty much encapsulated how it feels to be a woman working in a modern 

car dealership today in Shitsville. (They really haven’t evolved all that much, sadly.) And, no, I would not touch those, 

either it’s fair to say. And on page 11, there’s the most retarded ad for a data management system (DMS) which 

takes about 100 words to tell you absolutely nothing about the product yet has the title ‘From complexity to 

simplicity’. 

 



 

Against this grand backdrop of narcolepsy-inducing automotive industry infotainment, we find the almighty 

AutoSaver System advertisement - a full-pager (pictured left). (Who takes out a full-page ad these days that isn’t a 

premium German car brand bankrolling a Car of the Year award?) 

 



A new revenue stream for dealers. Awesome!  

The world’s first Plug ‘n Play wireless rust protection device. Yes! 

Even though you plug it in to the OBDII port, so technically it is kind of wired. I don’t understand how a device can 
be plug ‘n’ play and wireless. I thought they were mutually exclusive propositions. Just saying. You don’t typically 
plug a wireless device in. 

Also: ‘plug ‘n play’ - not a proper noun, dudes. Pro tip: ‘n’ has two apostrophes - both before and after the ‘n’, 
denoting the bilateral contraction of the word ‘and’. One for the removed ‘a’. One for the removed ‘d’. I thought 
everyone knew that. First impressions count, dudes. Like, if you turn up for a first date with no pants, there’s no 
coming back from that. It’s tantamount to impossible to make amends. You won’t be looking back fondly on your 
10th anniversary and sharing a laugh about your trouser-free faux pas, all those years ago. We’ve all been there. 

Works on all vehicles. Quote: “Easy after sales sell with great returns.”  

Quiet. I can see a Ming Moll slicing and dicing a man’s resistance like a knife through butter over one of these babies. 
But I remain confused - is this primarily about profit or actual corrosion protection? I did go to their website, where 
a video helpfully ‘explained’ (if that’s the right word) that this is not just an alleged rust protection device but in fact 
it’s (quote)… “the world’s first onboard diagnostic oxidation interface…or OBDOI.” 

Did you know? 

Peter Brock also marketed 24psi for tyre pressures on The Director in conjunction with the energy polarizer? He also 
said the polarizer meant an engine requiring premium leaded petrol could use low-octane unleaded; it’s true. 
Love that jargon. Frankly, at this point I was as onboard with AutoSaver as I remain to this day over the legendary 
(infamous?) Peter Brock Energy Polarizer. Remember those? I held one in my hand once. It was better than Viagra. 

 

 



Meanwhile, back on Earth 

Modern cars do not rust, dudes. They don’t rust because they are galvanised. Rust went away a few decades back 

in cars because the industry transitioned from painted steel bodies to painted GALVANISED steel bodies. 

You know - galvanising. That proven coating of steel in zinc, which cathodically protects the steel by forming a 

sacrificial anode. Thus, the steel cannot corrode, even if you scratch the panel and expose the bare steel to the 
elements. Galvanising is an actual electrochemical mechanism that works because it is based on real science. And 

validated by decades of implementation. 

If you’re one of those science denying dipshits who thinks your opinion is all that matters, I should explain that 

science is the meme of accumulated information forming a map of how reality works, which facilitates technology 

and stops us all from living in caves and dying, often painfully, in our 20s. Science rocks, in the way that your 

opinion doesn’t. 

You see it all around you. Galvanising. Galvanised roofs, power poles, those massive towers that hold 132kV 

powerlines aloft, trailers, water tanks, bridges, cables, and pretty much every pole that holds up every stop sign 

and give way sign across suburban Shitsville. All the traffic lights.  

 

 

 



 

All galvanised. All not rusting. All exposed to the elements, not painted. All impervious to corrosion for, like 30 years. 

The body of your car is protected just like that. Under the paint, which is just cosmetic. 

History repeating 

In fact, on October 28, 2015, Consumer Protection WA stopped the sale of, and secured refunds for, consumers who 

bought a computerised electronic corrosion inhibitor distributed by a company called MotorOne. After independent 

testing and advice, the WA Government found the corrosion protection claims to be bullshit - they put it differently 

of course, but there you go. (Here’s the court-enforced undertaking report). In fact, Go Auto and John Mellor himself 

even reported on this scam, back in December 2015 with his article titled ‘Dealers doge bullet’.  

 

 

 



At about the same time, NSW Fair Trading Commissioner Rod Stowe warned consumers over here: 

“...not to waste their money buying computerised electronic corrosion inhibitors for motor vehicles after 

investigations revealed the devices don’t work.” 

The NRMA reported on the NSW version of events too. 

Frankly, unless there’s been some miracle development in corrosion science in the past five years, and I really doubt 

that, you’d best be saving the big bucks here, if you were you on the showroom floor, buying a new car, no matter 

how many top buttons the resident Ming Moll sacrifices to the cause. It is fascinating watching them perform, 

however. So compelling. Painting a picture. To GoAuto, I say - sincerely - thank you very much for the ongoing 

autotainment. Edition 1034 was a real winner. I nodded off almost immediately. And I eagerly await your long-term 

review of the AutoSaver product. Perhaps you could interview one of those alleged ‘consensus’-type corrosion 

engineers to explain - even if it does work - how the unit is not a bit too ‘belt and braces’ on a modern galvanised 

car. 

Do keep up the excellent work at GoAuto, making Australia less shit by ensuring your 2-3 readers get the 

regulation eight hours of sleep during these stressful times. As your next Pry Mincer, I salute you, and your 

unwavering commitment to this great nation. Well done, dudes. Thanks once again for publishing such a fine 

edition. 

https://youtu.be/Vkda_AQNqFk 

 

 

Parting Shot 

 

https://youtu.be/Vkda_AQNqFk


 

 

 


