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Welcome 

Everything changes, and with our new normal, nothing can be taking for granted, welcome back for a very interesting 

year for QMROA, and the direction it will be taking. As for your President, I can say firstly, I will be standing again for 

President, the job in putting the club on a stable footprint still continues. My health has improved but had a self-

inflicted set back as I sustained a back injury in January, to the amusement of the neighbours, as it involved lifting a 

lawn mower out of the car, dropping it, falling on my arse, in spectacular comedic fashion, damaged vertebrae L7. 

That amused my wife and daughter, but I am on the mend, and I will be track side for a number of events this year.  

Renewals 

Apologies around the lateness of the renewals been sent out late. The issue was the mail merge on our server, and 

thus numerous attempts to get it correctly mail out to the correct recipients caused a number of complaints, and for 

that the committee apologises. The issue is now resolved, and the club will be taking action to ensure such 

communication is not affected in the future.  

Annual General Meeting 

QMROA Annual General Meeting will be conducted via Zoom on 14 April 2021 starting at 7:00pm sharp. As advised 

by direct mail  and our Social Media channels, nominations for committee opened  on 5 March 2021, and closed on 

Saturday 28 March 2021. Voting for office bearers Committee will release via invitation through Survey Monkey  on 

30 March closing on 13 April 2021. The AGM will advise of the results at the AGM  

If you want to have a say in how the club is run, please nominate your attendance for the AGM, and vote for the 

candidates you think will do a good job.  

Natter in the Pub 

It did happen, on very hot day, at Black Hops Brewery at East Brisbane. The beers and wine were cold, but Black 

Hops rely on natural ventilation ( as in no aircon, and lots of fans) hence a small turn up, and a storm brewing was a 

big deterrent. That said, 4 members spent time chatting about the new year, what activities we had planned, and 

the ever-growing calendar for 2021. The club will be doing another Brisbane session most likely at Easy Times 

Brewery at Woolloongabba, and one down the coast at Black Hops II or Madocke down the Gold Coast.  

QMROA a Promoting Club 

The club has taken on the position, that it will be promoting club for the Motorsport Australia Queensland State 

Racing Championship. This year for the final state round in November, QMROA will be co-promoting with CORD for 

the final round in November 2021. The opportunity for the club benefits in a number of areas. It raises our profile 

once again amongst fellow Queensland Clubs especially those who promote events. It also a journey back, as QMROA 

were promoting meetings in its own right in the 1970’s and enables us to leverage better opportunities such as 

training and promoting at ‘our’ meetings. 

In the past various members have promoted meetings on behalf of other clubs, but this will be a fully focussed club 

effort with goal to benefit the club. 



Australian Grand Prix – Part II 

The AGP date has been changed to 17 to 20 November 2021, as you read this, applications have initially closed, but 

could re-open considering the time of year. I believe there will be number factors, and caveats, namely I see this 

date as an ambit, and. Once again, the provision will be COVID-19, and  if spectators will be allowed into sporting 

events, as per the desire of the Australian Grand Prix Corporation. What is currently unfolding in Europe, especially 

in the UK is a catastrophic spread of a new mutated virus, is very much an unknown and what steps will be place to 

tackle it.  

As usual, we will communicate any changes on advice from Motorsport Australia, and the personnel requirements 

for trackside. Like a lot of sporting events nothing will be set in stone  issues regarding Australian borders, will take 

precedence, and what the nominal requirement to quarantine will be if any. As information becomes clearer, we 

will endeavour to communicate these changes through our social media outlets.  

Gold Rush Hillclimb Mount Morgan/Rockhampton  

One for your future calendars, 10 to 11 July 2021, the club has accepted  the opportunity to provide marshal’s and 

facilitate training for this event  this year. The exciting prospect is that the circuit will be lengthened by additional 

300 metres, and this will require additional marshals. If you have paying attention, an initial call for marshals has 

been put out, and there has been a good response. The minimum required will be eight. This year it avoids the clash 

with the Winter Historic’s , and motel accommodation will be provided as it was in 2019. If you are interested, please 

advise me, and remember the role we play is to train their officials for future events. With the sport growing in 

Central Queensland, this is great opportunity to be involved in training, and build up grass level officiating within the 

area.  

 

HRCCQ TTT Meeting - Morgan Park – February 2021 

I managed to get up for that event to start off my new role in understanding the role of Event Administration. The 

HRCCQ TTT always serves up an interesting menu of delicious looking cars and a packed capacity grid. As this was 

my first opportunity to look at and experience what goes on in ensuring a meeting runs to schedule, balancing 

competitor enquiries and interest, and ensuring the meeting runs to schedule. It was eye opening experience, and I 

have thanked Mark Stockwell from CORD and HRCCQ for being patient, and a fountain of knowledge. I will be 

assisting at other meetings during the course of the year, as I develop my knowledge, and transition into another 

role. 

Committee 

I would like to take the opportunity to offer my sincere thankyou to Dave Wickham who is retiring as Treasurer of 

QMROA. Dave came into this role at my request, as the need to put in correct financial and audit requirements into 

the club were urgent and paramount. In those two years, Dave has undertaken a number of initiatives to ensure that 

the financial requirements, have been modernised, and brought in a public liability insurance perspective to ensure 

all members are protected.  



QMROA wishes a warm welcome to the following new members. 

Patrick Dyer 

For Your Calendars -2021  

Date Organiser & Event Venue 

26-28/03/21 MGCCQ State Race Meeting Round 1 Morgan Park 

28/03/2021 Closing for Office Bearers QMROA Committee Via Email 

27/03/2021 BSCC QRC Round 1  Manumbar 

10-11/04/2021 SBMiM Wondai Street Sprints Wondai 

14/04/2021 QMROA Annual General Meeting Via Zoom 

17-18/04/2021 MGCCQ Hillclimb Round 2 Mt Cotton  

01/05/21 MGCCQ Test & Tune Hillclimb Mt Cotton 

7 – 9/05/21 HRCC Autumn Historic Meeting Morgan Park 

16/05/21 HSCCQ Interclub Motorkhana Willowbank Raceway 

21-23/05/21 BSCC ARC & QRC Round 2 Gympie 

29-31/05/2021 MGCCQ QLD Hillclimb Championships Mt Cotton 

 

From the Commentary Box… 

From Your Club Secretary – Corey Dyer 

Safety in Numbers 

Following on from John’s comments above, I too would like to take this opportunity to personally and publicly thank 

our outgoing club Treasurer, Dave Wickham for his stewardship of the club through some fairly financially 

tumultuous times over this more recent aspect of the club’s history. Although he has been responsible for curtailing 

some of my more ambitious purchases for the club membership packs, with an ever patient, “Do you think this is 

the most financially sensible idea, given our current state of financial affairs, Corey?” His passion for doing the right 

thing by the club financially has never waned, and he has done an outstanding job of ensuring that we have what 

we need to continue onwards in a financially upward trajectory. Thank you again Dave. On that note – we are still 

looking for a new club Treasurer to stand in where Dave left off, and so far nobody has put their hand up or 

nominated anybody else for this key position on our executive with our upcoming AGM only a fortnight away. If you 

have a basic financial acumen and know your way around a spreadsheet (or even a bookkeeping program if we are 

very lucky!!!) we would love to hear from you. Please drop me an email at secretary@qmroa.com.au if this is 

something that you think you might be interested in assisting with, or if you would like more info. 

This year, I am intending on running again as the Secretary, and I note that nobody else has to date appeared to 

have enthusiastically waved their hand to take on this role thus far. 

One thing that I can say is that I have been on a very steep learning curve this year as the first year with my feet 

under the desk as secretary, and whilst I have learned much more streamlined ways of doing things, I feel that I still 

have so much to learn in this role. 

This year, I look forward to things being much more streamlined as a result of me putting some of my learnings of 

what NOT to do from last year into practice in order to avoid some of the mistakes that I made last year and ensure 

not to re-implement them again next year. It’s certainly not until you have done the role that you can appreciate the 

efforts contributed by somebody else. Warren Jackson, I salute you! 

 

 

mailto:secretary@qmroa.com.au


And Now for Some More Sobering Numbers… 

On a totally separate tangent, I find it most extraordinary that our road toll in Queensland is currently sitting at 33 

people so far for this year – our highest ever number yet for the first quarter of the year since 2015, and 15 people 

more than this same time last year. 

And worse still… 

- 1700 people were injured on our roads between December 9 2020 to January 29 2021, an increase of 200 

more than the number of people who were injured on our roads in the same period in 2019-2020. 

- There have been 21 motorcycle fatalities so far already this year – more than double what we had for this 

time last year 

- Nearly 15,000 infringements were issued to speeding drivers while almost 125,000 more were detected by 

speed cameras 

- Speeding infringements were up by 31% compared to last year 

- Of 145,525 roadside breath tests conducted, 2,133 drivers were detected over the legal limit. 

- Of 4,391 drug tests conducted, more than a quarter of drivers returned a positive result 

One does not run a business that helps small businesses see their way out of financial storms without looking at data 

trends and what the statistics actually mean. Here is what the statistics tell me when I look at the inferential data: 

1. Our current methodology and technology for reducing unacceptable driver behaviour is not currently 

working based on the ever-increasing numbers of deaths, serious injuries and tickets being issued. 

 

2. The current political obsession with policing of speed exclusively as a way of preventing poor driver 

behaviour is not working, as both the issuing of tickets and the number of injuries and fatalities being 

incurred are both increasing. Therefore, we need to look at focussing on doing something else if we want 

to arrest both trends. 

 

3. A true data analyst might even facetiously suggest that based on the upward trajectory of both variables, a 

direct statistical correlation exists between the increase in tickets being issued and the increase in the 

number of road deaths and injuries being suffered. On this basis, it is an infinite possibility that the more 

actively you target speed enforcement, the more that deaths and serious injuries are likely to occur based 

on the current statistical data trends and patterns. It could be argued that for whatever reason, active law 

enforcement around speeding could actually be contributing to an increase in poor driver behaviour 

because both statistical variables (the number of infringements issued and number of deaths and serious 

injuries incurred) are both continuing to steadily increase. 

 

4. They say that insanity is the desire for things to change when everything around a person remains constant. 

Our poor driver behaviour is assisting the police to continue their draconian methodologies of convenient 

enforcement of speed as the number one killer on our roads because the increase in the number of speed 

related traffic tickets being issued appears to correlate with an upward swing of fatalities and injuries. It’s 

a convenient truth that a lazy and politically apologetic police revenue collection service are happy to 

enforce because it’s easier to do an overtime shift in a van taking happy snaps of motorists doing 12 kph 

over the limit and then sending them a bill a fortnight later for something that has already happened rather 

than actually driving around to catch seriously dangerous drivers who hog the right hand lane on the M1, 

or drive cars with bald tyres around in the rain or do 100kph over the speed limit high on crystal 

methamphetamine. 



5. Therefore, if we apply statistical modelling, the one thing that we can safely inference is that without an 

interruption to arrest the trend (i.e., the employing of new and / or different policing strategies to what has 

been previously deployed, changing of laws, implementing new laws, or considerably improving driver 

training strategies), the one thing that can be gleaned from the current data is that as the number of 

vehicles on the roads continue to increase, so too is the number of speeding tickets issued  likely to increase, 

and so too is the number of deaths and serious injuries on our roads likely set to increase. Nothing is set to 

change, other than the sheer volumes of all sets of variables continuing to increase. 

 

6. 64% of our fatalities on our roads this year have been motorcyclists. 

 

7. 25% of drug tests capture a positive result and less than 1.5% of alcohol tests capture a result, so more 

people are choosing to abuse drugs before driving than alcohol. 

 

8. This tells me that: 

a) The number of recreational drug users or drug drivers in the community is much higher than we 

probably realise, and is probably increasing; and 

 

b) We need to increase our level of random drug testing even if it costs the community more and is more 

inconvenient to do, because it is netting a higher percentage of results per capita than RBT’s. 

 

9. The most important statistic of all that all of this data tells me is that we need to change people’s attitudes 

towards driving and our driver education programs as part of our licencing regime! 

We teach 17-year-olds how to reverse parallel park and how to rigidly stick to a speed limit as if their life depends 

on it, in order to avoid a fine, but we don’t teach them things like: 

- The effects on a parent’s retirement plan when they have to spend the rest of their natural life caring for their 

previously able-bodied teenager who is no longer able to function independently due to a spinal or brain injury as a 

result of an accident. 

- How much people miss their Dad when he is no longer here. 

- How to control cars that get into a slide when they have realised all too late that their enthusiasm has outstepped 

their ability. 

- What it feels like to impaired by an illicit substance and the effects that it can have on your driving ability and 

reaction time. 

- As horrible as it sounds – how awful it feels to know the guilt of killing someone when you lived. 

- How to scan your mirrors more regularly so that you are actively aware of what is happening around you on the 

road to hopefully help you avoid an accident in the first place. 

- Equally if you are a motorcycle rider, how easily it is to screw it all up from one sheer second of inattention (speaking 

personally from experience on this one as somebody who screwed it up spectacularly and fortunately lived to tell 

the tale…) 

- The importance of the fact that even the experts screw it up on the track all the time, and that your amazing 

reaction times won’t help you if you are driving quickly and something happens that you aren’t expecting that might 

not be your fault – i.e., young children, elderly drivers not being aware of their surroundings, or my personal 

favourite that affects all age groups – SMIDSY’s (Sorry Mate, I Didn’t See You).  



They say you never get a chance to make a first impression. Sadly, in some cases, the same can be said for road 

safety as well. The change of driver mentality towards a mindset of safer driving isn’t something that can be imposed 

by legislation, or enforced by the police. It is however, something that can be taught by parents to their children or 

at driver education sessions. It starts with all of us changing our mentality when we get behind the wheel. Not getting 

distracted by the phone call or the buzzing text message or putting the phone in the boot of the car where it can’t 

be a distraction. Making sure that we don’t have stuff rolling around to get caught up in the footwell. Being mindful 

not so much of what we are doing, but what other people are doing around us, and where they are on the road. 

Knowing who is in your blind spot. Putting the best tyres you can afford on your car and then making sure that they 

are checked and filled regularly. Being mindful of driver conditions before you put the foot down. If you haven’t 

already done one, go and do a defensive driver course today. Buy one for your kids for their birthdays. It may save 

your life or that of another. Drive safe!  

Catch you at the AGM!  

Corey 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Out and About 

 

Berenice Stratton, Scott Long, and Julie Hockey at Bathurst 500. 20 minutes after this photo, Scott was enlisted, 

and frog marched to a marshals post1 Willingly! 

 

HRCCQ TTT Meeting, I couldn’t resist a March  813b  F3 Car 



 

Get well soon Andrew Lake. Andrew had an accident recently in the Gold Coast Hinterland, when the his venerable 

MGF executed a sudden left turn, hence the car rolled into a bank, and bounced back. Despite a head injury, 

Andrew is OK, and QMROA wish a speedy recovery. Andrew will be confined for a while, so we wont see him at 

this weekends State Round. Cause of the accident is unknown. He is thinking of a Go Fund Me page for a 

replacement Morgan Plus 6! Get well soon Andrew! 



Vale – Roy Crompton – Queensland Fire and Rescue Club 

It is with a great deal of sadness, that Roy ‘Father’ Crompton from Queensland Fire and Rescue Club passed away on 

26 February 2021. Roy was a life member and was one the original founders of the club when it formed in 1979. 

QFRC was formed when the Queensland Fire Fighters Club and Queensland Rescue Squad amalgamated due to small 

membership and were originally performing duties at Surfers Paradise International Raceway, and Lakeside 

Raceway.   

Roy was a larger than life figure and was QFRC. His nickname of Father was due to mentoring and his extensive 

knowledge of the sport, and all matters relating to fire and rescue. Roy was instrumental with training sessions 

ensuring that QMROA were invited to their live training sessions and made himself accessible to all. Roy may at times 

came across as somewhat strict, sometimes grumpy, didn’t suffer fools gladly, he knew his stuff and was usually was 

right.  

Roy was active within the club from the 70’s through to the 90’s and eventually retired due to ill health. 

From the whole of the club and committee, QMROA offers its condolences to Roy’s family, and QFRC on their loss. 

Vale 

Anatomy of a Theory – Ground Effect 

 

In race car design, ground effect is a series of effects which have been exploited in automotive aerodynamics to 

create downforce, particularly in racing cars. This has been the successor to the earlier dominant aerodynamic focus 

on streamlining. American racing IndyCar’s employ ground effects in their engineering and designs. Similarly, they 

are also employed in other racing series to some extent; however, Formula One and many other racing series, 

primarily across Europe, employ regulations (or complete bans) to limit its effectiveness on safety grounds. 

  



Theory 

In racing cars, a designer's aim is for increased downforce and grip to achieve higher cornering speeds. A substantial 

amount of downforce is available by understanding the ground to be part of the aerodynamic system in question, 

hence the name "ground effect". Starting in the mid-1960s, 'wings' were routinely used in the design of race cars to 

increase downforce (this is not a type of ground effect). Designers shifted their efforts at understanding air flow 

around the perimeter, body skirts, and undersides of the vehicle to increase downforce with less drag than compared 

to using a wing. 

This kind of ground effect is easily illustrated by taking a tarpaulin out on a windy day and holding it close to the 

ground: it can be observed that when close enough to the ground the tarp will be drawn towards the ground. This 

is due to Bernoulli's principle; as the tarp gets closer to the ground, the cross-sectional area available for the air 

passing between it and the ground shrinks. This causes the air to accelerate and as a result pressure under the tarp 

drops while the pressure on top is unaffected, and together this results in a net downward force. The same principles 

apply to cars. 

The Bernoulli principle is not the only mechanic in generating ground effect downforce. A large part of ground effect 

performance comes from taking advantage of viscosity. In the tarp example above neither the tarp nor the ground 

is moving. The boundary layer between the two surfaces works to slow down the air between them which lessens 

the Bernoulli effect. When a car moves over the ground the boundary layer on the ground becomes helpful. In the 

reference frame of the car, the ground is moving backwards at some speed. As the ground moves, it pulls on the air 

above it and causes it to move faster. This enhances the Bernoulli effect and increases downforce. It is an example 

of Couette flow. 

While such downforce-producing aerodynamic techniques are often referred to with the catch-all term "ground 

effect", they are not strictly speaking a result of the same aerodynamic phenomenon as the ground effect which is 

apparent in aircraft at very low altitudes. 

History 

American Jim Hall built his developed Chaparral cars to both these principles, pioneering them. His 1961 car 

attempted to use the shaped underside method but there were too many other aerodynamic problems with the car 

for it to work properly. His 1966 cars used a dramatic high wing for their downforce. His Chaparral 2J "sucker car" of 

1970 was revolutionary. It had two fans at the rear of the car driven by a dedicated two-stroke engine; it also had 

"skirts", which left only a minimal gap between car and ground, to seal the cavity from the atmosphere. Although it 

did not win a race, some competition had lobbied for its ban, which came into place at the end of that year. Movable 

aerodynamic devices were banned from most branches of the sport. 

Formula One was the next setting for ground effect in racing cars. Several Formula One designs came close to the 

ground effect solution which would eventually be implemented by Lotus. In 1968 and 1969, Tony Rudd and Peter 

Wright at British Racing Motors (BRM) experimented on track and in the wind tunnel with long aerodynamic section 

side panniers to clean up the turbulent airflow between the front and rear wheels. Both left the team shortly after 

and the idea was not taken further. Robin Herd at March Engineering, on a suggestion from Wright, used a similar 

concept on the 1970 March Formula One car. In both cars the sidepods were too far away from the ground for 

significant ground effect to be generated, and the idea of sealing the space under the wing section to the ground 

had not yet been developed. 

  



At about the same time, Shawn Buckley began his work in 1969 at the University  of California - Berkeley on undercar 

aerodynamics sponsored by Colin Chapman, founder of Formula One Lotus. Buckley had previously designed the 

first high wing used in an IndyCar, Jerry Eisert's "Bat Car" of the 1966 Indianapolis 500. By proper shaping of the car's 

underside, the air speed there could be increased, lowering the pressure, and pulling the car down onto the track. 

His test vehicles had a Venturi-like channel beneath the cars sealed by flexible side skirts that separated the channel 

from above-car aerodynamics. He investigated how flow separation on the under-surface channel could be 

influenced by boundary layer suction and divergence parameters of the underbody surface Later, as a mechanical 

engineering professor at MIT, Buckley worked with Lotus developing the Lotus 78. 

On a different tack, Brabham designer Gordon Murray used air dams at the front of his Brabham BT44s in 1974 to 

exclude air from flowing under the vehicle. Upon discovering that these tended to wear away with the pitching 

movement of the car, he placed them further back and discovered that a small area of negative pressure was formed 

under the car, generating a useful amount of downforce - around 70 kg. McLaren produced similar underbody details 

for their McLaren M23 design. 

Brabham-Alfa's BT46B used a large fan to reduce underbody air pressure. 

In 1977 Rudd and Wright, now at Lotus, developed the Lotus 78 'wing car', based on a concept from Lotus owner 

and designer Colin Chapman. Its sidepods, bulky constructions between front and rear wheels, were shaped as 

inverted aerofoils and sealed with flexible "skirts" to the ground. The design of the radiators, embedded into the 

sidepods, was partly based on that of the de Havilland Mosquito aircraft. The team won five races that year, and two 

in 1978 while they developed the much-improved Lotus 79. The most notable contender in 1978 was the Brabham-

Alfa Romeo BT46B Fan car, designed by Gordon Murray. Its fan, spinning on a horizontal, longitudinal axis at the 

back of the car, took its power from the main gearbox. The car avoided the sporting ban by claims that the fan's 

main purpose was for engine cooling, as less than 50% of the airflow was used to create a depression under the car. 

It raced just once, with Niki Lauda winning at the Swedish Grand Prix. The car's advantage was proven after the track 

became oily. While other cars had to slow, Lauda was able to accelerate over the oil due to the tremendous 

downforce which rose with engine speed. The car was also observed to squat when the engine was revved at a 

standstill. Brabham's owner, Bernie Ecclestone, who had recently become president of the Formula One 

Constructors Association, reached an agreement with other teams to withdraw the car after three races. However, 

the Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA), governing body of Formula One and many other motor sports, 

decided to ban 'fan cars' with almost immediate effect. The Lotus 79, on the other hand, went on to win six races 

and the world championship for Mario Andretti and gave teammate Ronnie Peterson a posthumous second place, 

demonstrating just how much of an advantage the cars had. In following years other teams copied and improved on 

the Lotus until cornering speeds became dangerously high, resulting in several severe accidents in 1982; flat 

undersides became mandatory for 1983.Part of the danger of relying on ground effects to corner at high speeds is 

the possibility of the sudden removal of this force; if the belly of the car contacts the ground, the flow is constricted 

too much, resulting in almost total loss of any ground effects. If this occurs in a corner where the driver is relying on 

this force to stay on the track, its sudden removal can cause the car to abruptly lose most of its traction and skid off 

the track. However, ground effect is set to return to Formula 1 in 2022 under the latest set of regulation changes. 

The effect was used in its most effective form in IndyCar designs. 

  



Porpoising 

"Porpoising" is a term that was commonly used to describe a particular fault encountered in ground effect racing 

cars. 

Racing cars had only been using their bodywork to generate downforce for just over a decade when Colin Chapman's 

Lotus 78 and 79 cars demonstrated that ground effect was the future in Formula One, so, at this point, under-car 

aerodynamics were still very poorly understood. To compound this problem the teams that were keenest to pursue 

ground effects tended to be the more poorly funded British "garagiste" teams, who had little money to spare for 

wind tunnel testing, and tended simply to mimic the front-running Lotuses (including the Kauhsen and Merzario 

teams). 

This led to a generation of cars that were designed as much by hunch as by any great knowledge of the finer details, 

making them extremely pitch-sensitive. As the centre of pressure on the sidepod aerofoils moved about depending 

on the car's speed, attitude, and ground clearance, these forces interacted with the car's suspension systems, and 

the cars began to resonate, particularly at slow speeds, rocking back and forth - sometimes quite violently. Some 

drivers were known to complain of seasickness.[citation needed] This rocking motion, like a porpoise diving into and 
out of the sea as it swims at speed, gives the phenomenon its name. These characteristics, combined with a rock-

hard suspension, resulted in the cars giving an extremely unpleasant ride. Ground effects were largely banned from 

Formula One in the early 1980s, but Group C sportscars and other racing cars continued to suffer from porpoising 

until better knowledge of ground effects allowed designers to minimise the problem. 

 

 

  



Love/Hate – Six Questions with Andrew Lake 

Who was you first motor racing love? 

I’d have to say Allan Moffatt as we always watched the ATCC from when I was a kid. 

First event as an official/marshal 

The earliest event was at the Morwell Hillclimb track, Vic in about 1976-77. I was given a yellow flag & fire 

extinguisher and told to wave it if I saw a crash. Big responsibility for a 10 y.o. (don’t tell anyone as it’s illegal 

today). 

Favourite Series? 

Formula One, hands down absolutely. In the days before VCRs Dad & I would watch the races live on tv. The US 

races were always very hard as it was a 4:30-5am wake-up. Then I had to go to school … 

TCR’s Yes or No? 

Definitely yes and hopefully it will be allowed to flourish in Australia. 

Sport you hate the most. 

Rhythmic gymnastics. How they can give an Olympic gold medal for throwing balls & ribbon is beyond me. Soccer 

& tennis don’t do much for me either. 

Favourite Football Code and which team? 

Definitely yes and hopefully it will be allowed to flourish in Australia. 

Thanks, you for your time Andrew.     

 

Midas Tingalpa – Contact Justin Wade – 07 3390 5633 

 

 

 



    Matters concerning Training 

      This time we look at basic Incident Handling  

There are various schools of thoughts what constitutes basic incident handling, but this time we are concerning 

ourselves on how to perform basic incident control, how not become part of an incident, and the safe way to go 

about it. Depending where you go, or who you are marshalling with, everyone has an idea, some are helpful, some 

are less desirable. To cut the chase please take note of below. 

 

 

• When you arrive on post, discuss with your fellow marshals, what steps you will take, and survey your area. 

• Think Safety First. Do you need to get involved? Is it safe to do so? Why you should not become part of 

incident. 

• Be prepared to use hand signals. Have run through the hand signals, at your morning post briefing? 

• When you report an incident via radio comms, think short sharp concise messaging to race control. No 

novella’s, keep your opinion on lockdown. Just state the plain facts, and expect further questions from race 

control. 

• If you need to leave post, and I stress at this point, this should be a last resort, think of the following. How 

can I get the incident without exposing yourself to race traffic, and assessing what is required? 

• If you move off to an incident, ensure you are wearing gloves. You may need to take a fire extinguisher, if 

so take the dry powder type, branded red with a white stripe. 

• If there is a hint fire, advise race control, they will despatch a fire truck. 

• Always approach an incident from moving forwards towards the incident, try and make eye contact with 

the driver, map out you escape route, and always position yourself using the vehicle as protection against 

race traffic if you need to.  

• The other rule you should be thinking of, is it safe? If it is not, contact race control, or signal to the marshal’s 

posts. You as an official are not replaceable. 



• Make a quick assessment what the towing requirements are. Signal the driver with hand signals, typical 

thumbs up, thumbs down, that will establish their condition. If there is no response, the driver maybe 

injured. 

• Once contact is made with the driver, they  should be by now following your instruction, advise either by 

hand signals or direct communication to exit the car. 

• When at the incident, talk to the driver, instruct to turn off all electrical systems, exit vehicle if he has not, 

and move to the bank where you and driver will be protected. Don’t hang around the car more than 

necessary. In addition, don’t touch the driver, but observe, as at least three times at random intervals if 

they are OK.  

• If the driver cannot release themselves from the car, advise race control, a suitable response vehicle(s) will 

be despatched, and it will take no more than one minute at MPR for instance for a Course Marshal, 

ambulance or fire tender to dispatched to reach the incident. Do not try and release the driver, you could 

cause further injuries, QFRC, and Qld Ambulance are trained in extractions, and rescues. 

• Talk about the incident with the marshals on the post, this will help you in framing a written report. If the 

incident is less than straight forward, please talk to the Chief Marshal, you may be developing symptoms 

such as PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) Motorsport Australia does have a number services to help. If 

you’re not sure, keep talking about it with your fellow marshals, and don’t ‘bottle it up’. 

•  Once the incident is under control, go back to you post, and think about your written report. Remember 

use bullet points, keep sentences short, brief, and concise. Long stories can get lost and may not convey 

what story you are trying to tell. 

 

 

 



Auto Expert – MALS – Further adventures in Automotive Shithousery by John Cadogan 

How green is EV ownership? A reality check 

If nothing else, the car industry can sniff a solid commercial opportunity. So, the sprint is on, to an allegedly clean, 

green, zero-emission EV future. Many people can’t wait… 

 

Electric vehicle news is everywhere.  

As I write this, Google tells me BMW is the latest premium German carmaker to jump on board the Mainstream EV 

Express, recently signing a billion-dollar battery supply deal with China’s biggest battery manufacturer.  

Locally, a redundant senate committee will investigate the case for local EV manufacturing. And in Helsinki, an EV 

taxi service (Fortum Singalong Shuttle) will take you from A to B in its i3 for - literally - a song. Those crazy Finns… 

Across the developed world, there’s a growing, cult-like belief in the planet-saving power of EVs. Elon Musk is the 

poster boy. Ask around: some people see Mr Musk as the harbinger of a future in which we are liberated from the 

burdens of climate change and pollution, while at the same time busting the shackles that bind us to hydrocarbons. 

Mankind, literally, powering ahead. 

But how green are EVs, really, in Australia, right now? 

This report is an attempt to break that down into a digestible format. 

Obviously, there are no tailpipe emissions with EVs. This is a big deal. According to the Federal Government, pollution 

from road transport kills more Australians prematurely than road trauma. 

Big win for EVs right there. 



Carbon Footprint 

Let me say up front that I’m no right-wing nut. The evidence is in: Climate change is real. Mankind is responsible. 

The rate of change of CO2 in the atmosphere is cause for tremendous concern. 

If you use electricity from the grid to recharge your EV, the CO2 emitted varies from state to state. Fortunately, to 

crack this code, the Federal Government publishes a greenhouse gas inventory annually: 

Location                                                                CO2 (equiv.)/kWh (kg) 

VIC                                                                               1.08 

NSW/ACT                                                                    0.83 

QLD                                                                              0.79 

WA (s/w interconnected)                                         0.70 

NT                                                                                 0.64 

SA                                                                                 0.49 

TAS                                                                               0.14         

Source: National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (Measurement) Amendment (Energy) Determination, 2017. 

Obviously, Tasmania is drowning in hydroelectricity (when it’s not shipping in diesel to keep the lights on during a 

drought). 

South Australia has a lot more renewables in the mix than average, and at the other end of the spectrum, Victoria’s 

ongoing reliance on brown coal is obvious. 

 



EV Electricity Consumption 

 

This is interesting. EVs from the Nissan Leaf and BMW i3 to the mighty Tesla Model S 100D share a common piece 

of DNA: They all use roughly the same amount of electrical energy to travel one kilometre. 

 

Vehicle Range (km) Battery (kWh) Consumption (kWh/km) 

Nissan Leaf 240 40 0.167 

BMW i3 200 33 0.165 

Tesla Model S 100 D 594 100 0.168 

 

The consistency here is the result, in part, of the battery being such a significant chunk of the EV’s overall mass. 

Let’s call it 0.17 kilowatt-hours of electricity to travel one kilometre in an EV, ballpark. And bear in mind this is a 

tremendously generous assumption because it accepts the manufacturer’s claimed range on face value. Actual 

mileage may vary - downwards. 

Inconvenient Truth 

The EV cult is really not going to like this. When you combine the data from the above two tables, the concept of a 

planet-saving fleet of EVs doesn’t exactly fall flat on its face. But it does take a massive hit. 

If you plug your EV into the grid to recharge in Victoria, this is exactly the same as emitting 177 grams of CO2 for 

every kilometre you drive. That’s roughly equivalent to driving a 2.5-litre SKYACTIV Mazda CX-5 (Combined Cycle, 

according to Greenvehicleguide.gov.au). 

If you move to NSW and repeat this recharging exercise using grid electricity, driving each kilometre in your EV emits 

136 grams of CO2. That’s about the same as a 2.0-litre Mazda3. 

You can crunch these numbers endlessly, but a simple truth quickly emerges: EVs are no kind of environmental 

‘solution’ until Australian state and territory governments clean up the grid. Until then, they’re just a (highly 

profitable) opportunity for rich consumers to virtue signal. 



If you buy an EV today in Victoria and get a sparky to install a 20-amp circuit in your grid-connected garage, in terms 

of CO2 it’s going to be a dirtier option than driving a conventional small car. In most of the rest of Australia it’s going 

to be about equivalent to driving a small car on internal combustion power. 

Common Objections 

Clairvoyantly, to derail your most common objections in the comments feed below: 

People will say the Green Vehicle Guide is unrealistic in the context of real-world driving. I’d suggest we agree, 

furiously, but its data derives from the only standard we have. And it’s probably about as unrealistic as EV 

manufacturer range claims. 

To be fair, inconveniently, I’d also suggest that this analysis also does not account for the higher environmental cost 

of EV manufacturing, which many reports ballpark at about 15 per cent higher, as a consequence of building the 

battery. 

EV evangelists will say that petrol needs to be extracted from the ground, refined, and shipped. This is of course 

true, and there is an energy impost inherent in these operations. Crude oil costs about 42 cents per litre. Turning it 

into gasoline, shipping it and retailing it adds about $1.00 per litre - so obviously it’s not all that energy intensive. 

(Compare this to the price of aluminium, which is truly a very energy intensive commodity to manufacture.) 

And to be fair, coal must be mined and conveyed to the power station. So, it’s not exactly as if electricity gets a free 

ride in terms of the energy cost of exploiting the raw materials.  

The above analysis has at its baseline a comparison of the two alternatives at the point of combustion. 

 

Going Off The Grid 

 



Proper devotees of the EV cult will scream that one simply needs to recharge with renewable electricity and any 

grid-based analysis goes up in smoke. This is true but recharging your EV with clean electricity in most of Australia is 

far from an economically rational option. 

If you fit a 10kW solar array to your home, and you can arrange your life so that you plug your EV in for up to four 

hours per day in bright sunshine, you will pump up to 40 kilowatt-hours of green energy into your EV, achieving a 

CO2-free recharge.  

The solar array will cost you about $10,000. 

But if you work offsite and you need to recharge overnight, or if you just can’t guarantee it’s going to be sunny when 

you need it to be, you’ll need somewhere to store sufficient solar energy. And 40 kilowatt-hours is rather a lot of 

energy. You’ll need three Tesla Powerwall 2s. They’re about $11,000 each, but if you fit three, you’d probably get 

that down to $10k apiece. 

That’s a one-off $40,000 investment for the array plus the storage, plus of course the (let’s call it) $30,000 premium 

you’d pay for the EV in the first place. (A modest BMW i3 is about $70k, and to be fair, most people would probably 

be happier driving a $40k Mazda3 GT25 Astina…)  

All-up that’s either a pretty expensive way to liberate yourself from big oil, or a major hip-pocket commitment to 

the environment (well beyond the scope of ordinary people’s household budgets).  

Let’s not forget that $70,000 is the approximate fuel cost of 31 years of average driving in Australia - and of course 

your i3 is not going to last nearly that long.  

Going off the grid is a nice concept that simply is not even close to being economically rational, or accessible to 

ordinary consumers. 

 

Greenest Option 

 



Brace for impact, EV nuts: You’re better off driving a Prius which produces 80 grams of CO2 per kilometre (Combined 

Cycle). That’s roughly half the grid-fired recharging CO2 impost of EV ownership in Victoria, and a ballpark 40 per 

cent reduction compared with using grid power to do the same job in an EV in NSW, the ACT and Queensland. 

The facts: So inconvenient. 

Aristotle once famously said that the aim of art was to represent not the outwards appearance of things, but their 

inward significance. I’d suggest that embracing an EV, today in Australia, is the exact opposite. It’s little more than 

well-intentioned virtue signalling. 

 

 

Parting Shot 

 

 


